CHUQONG III

PHAN TU
VE NHUNG CHIEU HUONG
TRIET HOC HIEN DAI

TIEN NGON

Trong chuong nay, ching t6i tém luge chiéu huéng clia
céc nén tri€t hoc hién dai, muc dich khéng phai dé gi6i
thiéu, song d&€ minh xdc mot cdch gidn ti€p sy hién hitu
chia mot nén Viét triét. Nhu ching to1 s& trinh bay sau day,
trié't hoc khong o han hep vao mot 161 nhin, mdt phuong
phap hay mot nén siéu hinh, hodc mdt nguyén Iy nao ds.!
Tri€t hoc cang khong ddéng nghia véi bat ctt y hé
(ideology) nao; ciing khéng nhdm bdo vé mot ché do, mot
t§ chitc, mot truyén théng, mdt tdp quyén, mdt tén gido
hay mot gid tri nao.’ Ngoai ra, cong ning ciia triét hoc
ciing khong phai chi han hep vao mét cong nang c6 dinh,

! Martin Heidegger, Was ist das, die Philosophie? (Pfullingen: Neske,
1956), ban dich Viét ngif ciia TrAn Vin Boan, duong sita soan xudt
ban, tr. 1: Vi cau hdi nay ching ta dang dong t6i mot ludn dé rat
rong 16n, nghia 13 rdt bao quit. Chinh bdi vi ludn d& qud rong, nén
khong thé dinh nghia dugc.”

2 Chiing t6i d4 nhic qua mdt s6 ngd nhén vé triét hoc trong chuong thit
nhat, va ciing l4p lai phdn nao trong chuong thit bdy khi ban dén khd
thé clia mot nén Viét triét.
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diu ring cong ning 4y cao quy va tuyét vdi. Bdi 18, triét
hoc khong phdi 1a mo6t céng cu, cang khdng phai 13 mot vi
khi, cling khong phdi 14 mot ki€n thic khoa hoc chuyén
biét nhu todn hoc, y hoc... Vay thi tri€t hoc 14 gi? Péoc gia
s& nhin ra mot cich d& dang qua cdch trinh bay dién bién
clia tri€t hoc trong lich st nhan loai & phin nay. Ching tbi
cd'y khong dua ra moét dinh nghia, ciing khong dua theo bat
cit mot bidng gid tri bat bi€n (Tay phuong hay Péng
phuong) dé€ xét dodn tri€t hoc, bdi 1& khong cé dinh nghia
nao, ciing ching cé bang gid tri chi day di tron ven. Chinh
vi th€, chuong nay chi trinh bay nhitng wu va khuyét diém
clia cdc nén tri€t hoc mot cdch khach quan ma théi. Qua
mot cdch trinh bay nhu vy, ching t6i muén x4dc dinh ring
bd't ¢ mdt dinh nghia hay mot bdng gid tri ndo gin cho
tri€t hoc, tw né da phdn tri€t hoc. Pay 1a mot nguyén ly
cdn bdn gitip chiing t6i phé binh nhin quan ban vi, ¥ hé, va
" cong cu v€ tri€t hoc ma chiing t6i nghi 13 chua dd, hay léch
lac, hay b4 dao. Nhitng nén tri€t hoc tw phong cho minh
tinh chat tuyét ddi, trudng citu, khoa hoc, thuc ra chi phin
dnh ban chat bd dao nguy hiém nay. Ching doc ton, doc
vi, doc quyén va doc tai thdng tri (mot cich phan tri&t hoc)
tAt ¢4 moi nén tri&t hoc c4 biet.? Chiing bién thanh cdc nén

’ Dia theo nguyén Iy “phé pham thuan tiy,” hay “phé pham 1y tinh™
(rational criticism), chiing t6i da phé binh nhi€u nén tri€t hoc hay ¥ he,
nén khong mudn lap lai trong Viét Triét Ludn Tdp nay. Poc gia c6 thé
thay trong c4c luin vin cla chiing t6i: Trin Vin Poan, The Poverty of
Ideological ~ Education (Taipei: Ministry of Education, 1993,
Washington D.C.: CRVP, 2000); Trin Vin Poan, “Deception in
Ideological Education” (Institute of Philosophy of Education, University
of London, Anh qudc, 1990) va in trong The Proceedings of ICANAS 32

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Phin Tu V& Nhitng Chiéu Hudng Triét Hoc Hién Pai
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¥ hé mao danh tri€t 1y, ty th3i phong 1én hang minh tri€t.
Ciing dwa vao nguyén ly “phé pham thuan tdy” ndy, ching
161 xdc quyét tinh chit khai phéng (Karl Popper), tu méc
khai (Martin Heidegger), tu thing ti€n (Karl Jaspers), si€u
viét (Thomas Aquinas, Teilhard de Chardin), ti€n vé hoan
thién (Jacques Maritain) nhung ludn nhan ban va vi nhian
(Kh8ng Ti) ctia tri€t hoc. Pong thoi chiing t6i cling thdm
tin cong nhan ring tri€t hoc khong thé tach biét khdi the
sinh (Lebenswelt, Life-world) nhu Edmund Husserl va
Ludwig Wittgenstein da xdc tin. Tri€t hoc phén anh, phan

tinh va thiic ddy khié€n thé smh bién ddi va thing hoa. * Chi

trong mdt mach van nhu Vay, ching t6i xdc quyét sy hién
hitu cia mot nén Viét triét.

(Toronto: Mellin Press, 1991); Trin Vin Poin, “The Dialectic of
Violence,” trong Philosophical Review, 22 (1997); Tran Vin Doan, “La
Logique de Domination” (Instltut supérieur de Philosophie, Université
catholique de Louvain, Bi quoc, 1999); “Die Loglk der Herrschaft”
(Institut der Soziologie, Linz Universitat, A6 qudc, 1997); va Tran Vin
Doan, Critical Theory and Society, Tap 2: The Critique of Political
Ideologies in China - Maoism and The Three Principles of the People
(Taipei: National Sciences Council, 1997).

4 P& bist thém vé 16i nhin cda cdc triét gia k€ trén vé tri€t hoc, xin
tham khao Frederich Copleston, Contemporary Philosophy (London:
Seach Press, 1973, in lai); Vincent Descombers, Le Méme et I’ Autrui
(Paris: Minuit, 1979); Rudiger Bubner, Modern German Philosophy,
Eric Matthews dich (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981);
Alfred J. Ayer, Philosophy in the Twentieth Century (London: Unwin
Paperbacks, 1982); John Passmore, Recent Philosophers (London:
Duckworth, 1965).

5 Xin xem Trin Vin Poan, “Tri€t St hoic St Triét 7” Tham luin trong
cudc Hoi Thio v€ Lich St Tri€t Hoc, Pai Hoc Qudc Gia Dai Loan, 06.

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
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Trin Vin Poin 81

Chuong nay xdc dinh mét cich gidn lugc lai y nghia
ciing nhu céng ning cla tri€t hoc. Chiing t6i trinh bay ¥
nghia v cong ning cla tri€t hoc trong hai phan chinh: (1)
phén tht nhit vach ra nhitng han ch€, hay sai 1éch, hay circ
doan vé y nghia va cdng ning ciia triét hoc; va (2) phdn
thd hai lugc trinh cdc chiéu hudng clia tri€t hoc hién dai.
Chiing t5i s& trinh bay c4c chiéu hudng trén khong theo thit
ty xud't hién trong lich s&, song theo cong ning cla triét
hoc.

1996. (Hoa ngit). Trong ludn vin nay, chiing toi da dic két cdc dudng
161 va phuong phdp cia tri€t hoc hién dai. S& in trong Triét Hoc Tap
Chi, (Pai Bic, 11. 2000).

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Phdn Tu V& Nhitng Chiéu Huéng Triét Hoc Hién Pai
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1. TRIET HOC : ¥ NGHIA VA CONG NANG

1.1. Hanh Trinh Triét Hoc - Ting Tiy ddo Tdu nhip
Viét.

Theo truyén thong tri€t hoc Tay phuong tir Aristotle qua
Kinh Vién t6i cin dai, suy tw mot cdch mach lac va séng
stia® 13 mot ddc tinh t5i thiéu clia ngudi hoc i€t hoc. Thé
nén trong ba't ¢t mot ty di€n triét hoc nao, trong bat cit mot
tp sdch nao c6 tinh chat khdi niém vé tri€t hoc, tic gia
thu’dng phdi dua ra mot dinh nghia (definition) vé triét

hQ_C. Song le, c6 1& chiing ta chua bao gig thdy c6 mot dinh

S Chu truong ctia René Descartes. Hai quan niém “claire” (clara) tdc
trong sang va “distincte” (distincta) ttc phan biét, dudc Descartes nhdn
manh nhu 13 hai tiéu chuin ctia chdn 1y, va la diéu kién dé xay dung
phudng phdp ri€t hoc. Xin xem René Descartes, Discours de lu
méthode (1637). Ban Phdp ngit dua theo Gilson: Etienne Gilson,
Discours de la méthode: texte et commentaire (Paris: Vrin, 1976), in 14n
thtt 5. D& gitip sinh vién Viét tai My va cdc vang ndi ti€ng Anh, ching
61 dua theo bdn Anh ngit do Donald A. Cress dich: René Descartes,
Discourse on Method vad Meditations on First Philosophy
(Indianapolis: Hackett, 1980). Bén dich Viét ngit cda Tran Thii Pinh
s& xudt ban trong twong lai rat gan.

" Trong cdc tdc phim ciia Kinh Vién, dic biét ctia Thomas Aquinas
(Summa Theologiae), John Duns-Scotus (Opera Ominia, 1639), William
Ockham (Summa Totius Logicae, 1675), vi ngay cd cua Baruch
Spinoza (Ethzcs 1673), mdt ngudi titng phé binh Kinh Vién, dinh nghia
12 mot tién dé khong thé thi€u cho suy t, va 1a mot yé&u 8 quan trong
trong Ludn Ly (logic).

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Phin Tu Vé Nhitng Chiéu Huéng Tri€t Hoc Hién Dai
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nghia chung, hay hodn toan giéng nhau.® Pic biét hon c4,
d6 1a, bat ci tri€t gia ndo, theo ding nghia clia triét gia,
ciing ¢6 mot 161 nhin khéc biét vé tri€t hoc. Va do d6, dng
dinh nghia tri€t hoc thudng khéc véi nhitng ngudi di trudce.
DPé€ chitng minh x4c thuc tinh va hitu hiéu tinh cda tri€t hoc
clia minh, 6ng bit budc phai phat minh mot phuong phap
mdi. Pay cling 12 1y do tai sao cdc tri€t gia cin dai v hién
dai thudng dua ra nhitng dinh nghia cling nhu khdi xudng
cdc phuong phdp tri€t hoc méi.

Ngugc lai, trong truyén thdng cia Pong phudng, nha't 12
clia Pao gia, ngudi ta hoa hi€m mdi thdy mot gidi thich
(theo mach vin clia dinh nghia) vé tri&t hoc.’ Ngudi ta

¥ Karl Jaspers, Einfithrung in die Philosophie (1957) (Zurich: Piper,
1968), tr. 1.

® Chi gin ddy, vi bi 4nh hudng cia Tdy phuong cdc triét gia dong
phuong da bit chudc Tay phudng dua ra cic dinh nghia triét hoc. Thi
du H6 Thich, bi 4nh hudng clia John Dewey, dua ra mot dinh nghia
trong bd Trung Qudc Triét Hoc Pai Cuong (Thugng HAi, 1918); tdi ban
vdéi twa dé Trung Quéc C6 Pai Triét Hoc Sit (Pai Bic: Vidn Luu, 1994)
nhu sau: “Pham nghién cifu nhitng van dé thi€t y&u, tif ngudn goc, cia
nhén sinh d€ tim ra mdt gidi quyét cin ban: ta goi mon hoc d6 1a Triét
Hoc.” (B4n dich cta Huynh Minh Difc), sdd., tr. 19. Trin Vinh K&t
(Chan Wing-tsit), Gido su tai Pai Hoc Columbia trong tdc ph&m rat c6
giad tri A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy (New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 1961), dinh nghia tri€t hoc nhu 13 mét nén nhén ban
hoc, tr. 3: “Theo nghia nay, nhin bdn thuyét di chi€m git tat cd tr
tudng Tau tir ngay khi ¢6 lich si.” Phuong Péng My (Thomé H. Fang),
Chinh Gido tai Pai Hoc Qudc Gia Pai Loan, hiéu tri€t hoc Trung Hoa
nhu 13 mot hanh trinh si€u hinh. Xin tham khdo Thomé H. Fang,
Chinese Philosophy: Its Spirit and Its Development (Taipei: Linking,
1981), phan Din nhip. Trudc d6, 6ng hiéu tri€t hoc nhu 1 mot nén

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Phidn Tu Vé Nhitng Chiéu Huéng Tri€t Hoc Hién Pai



Trin Vin Poan 84

ciing ching may dé v t6i phuong phép ludn. Ching ta c6 1€
sé ngac nhién va nghi van: N&u tri€t hoc 1a mot mén khoa
hoc chic chin nhu Descartes ciing nhy Kant doi budc, va
nghiém tic nhu Husserl chd truong, tai sao khéng thé c6
mdt dinh nghia chung; cang khong thé ¢6 cic ménh dé
chic chin, cling nhu cdc nguyen 1y, dinh ly, dinh dé nhu
thdy trong todn hoc? Tai sao mdi ngudi déu cé nhitng 16i
nhin khéc biét vé tri€t hoc? Va tai sao khong thé c6 mot
phudng phap nhat qudn trong tri€t hoc?

Né&u nhin vao cdc nén triét hoc Pong phuong, nhat la
tri€t hoc Trung Hoa va Viét Nam, ching ta hodc may hoa
min mdi thdy mot vai 15i ban vé triét hoc, dirng néi dén
mdt dinh nghia. L& di nhién, nhu ching toi da nhic phdt
qua, tir ngi tri€t hoc qud méi mé ddi voi ngu?dl Viét, va
ngay ca ngudi Tau. Chinh vi th&, mot ¥ niém vé Viét tri€t
c6 vé 12 la sao d6. Khi ngudi Nhat vao thoi Minh Tri Thién

Hoang dich ti€ng philosophia qua ti€ng cua ho,,lo thi ngudi

nhan ban. Xin xem thém Thomé H. Fang, The Chinese View of Life
(Taipei: Linking, 1980), tr. 5. Budng Quin Nghia cda Vién Tan A,
Huong Cdng, dinh nghia tri€t hoc nhu khoa hoc vé tinh than. Trong
Trung Qudc Nhdn Vin Tinh Thén chi Phdt Trién (Huong Céng: Tan A
Thu Vién, 1958), va trong Ddng Tdy Triét Hoc Tu Tudng Ti Gido
Nghién Ciu Tgp (Dai Bic: Tong Thanh D6 Thu, 1973), ho Pudng theo
Hegel, gidi thich tri€t hoc nhw 12 tinh than tuyét doi.

19 Danh ti riét hoc, t6n gido, khoa hoc 13 nhitng danh tir tuong dsi xa
la vdi ngudi A do6ng. Do dnh hudng cia Y Ding Bdc Vin (Ito) trong
th#i Minh Tri Thién Hoang (Meiji), cic sdch triét hoc, than hoc, va
khoa hoc néi chung, dugc dich sang Nhdt ngilf. Vo thoi Quang Ty
(1875-1908), cac tan nho nhw Khang Hiru Vi (1858-1927), Luong Khéi
Siéu (1873-1929), Nghiém Phuc (1853-1921) va ddc biét cdc nha tri
thitc TAu bi 4nh hudng cla Kitd gido trong Quang Hoc Hoi (1887) tai

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Phin Tu Vé Nhitng Chiéu Huéng Tri€t Hoc Hién Pai
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Trung Hoa van chwa c¢6 mot khdi niém 18 rét vé tri€t hoc.
Nhitng tdn nho nhu Khang Hitu Vi, Lwong Khai Siéu,
Nghiém Phuc... hoan toan dya theo Nhat ngit. Trudc ho,
cdc cyu nho cho ring tdt cd moi nén hoc van ngoai lai 12
Tay hoc hay Thién hoc.'' Chiing ta phai dgi d&n thé ky 20,

Thugng Hai, bit ddu dich cic sich triét hoc, x4 hoi, chinh tri, kinh t& tiY
Nhat ngit, hay Anh ngit. Ngugc lai cdc nha truyén gido ding tiéng
philosophy d8 dich cic tt tdng clia Nhe gido, nh trrdng hdp James
Legge trong b6 sdch thdi danh The Chinese Classics, Tdp 1 (Huong
Cidng, 1861; Oxford, 1893). Xin tham khdo Hsiao Kung-chuan (Tiéu
Coéng Quyén), A Modern China and a New World: K'ang Yu-wei,
Refomer and Utopian, 1858-1927 (Seattle, 1975). Pa s6 cédc tri thic
TAu theo bdn dich Nhat ngit, vi ngudi Nhit cling diing Han tu (Kanji).
Triét (tetsu) trong Nhat ngit c6 nghia 1a thong minh. Do d6, triét hoc
la sy hoc gitp con ngudi thong minh. Trong khi trong Hdn ngit, Triét
nguyén ngi chi néi 1én mot hanh vi franh ludn, bit bé bing miéng,
.chinh vi vy ma Phang Hitu Lan dbi khi coi tri€t hoc nhu 13 bién ching
phap (dialectic) theo nghia clia Plato. Chi cho t8i thdi Vuong Dudng
Minh, chit Tri€t m6i mang thém mot § nghia phu biéu t4 kink hoc, tic
mdt bd mén chuyén nghién citu vé kinh sdch. Vi gin diy, mot s6 dao
gia nhu Nghiém Linh Phong (gido su tai Pai Hoc PhuNhin) gidi thich
tri€t hoc theo nghia cla truyén théng Pao hoc, chi mét nén hoc vin di
tdi cung dich, ttc Pao. Chi § 12 trong truyén thdng Nho hoc, triét nhin
gin giéng nhv thinh nhin. Xin tham khio ti€t “Triét hoc” trong Triét
Hoc Pai Tir Thu, tip 4 (Pai Bdc: Phu Nhan Pai Hoc Xud't Bin X4,
1997). Pay 1a mot bo T Thu Tri€t Hoc bién soan ri't cong phu trong
gin 20 nidm, dy trdt 10 tdp, mdi tAp quing 800 trang gidy, do Pai Hoc
Phy Nhin tr¢ cdp va xudt bin, véi sw déng gép cda trén 100 hoc gid tai
Dai Loan, Trung Hoa, Nhit, Pai Han va My. D3 xuit bdn 5 tip. Riéng
chiing t6i chd bién phan Triét hoc Ty Phudng. Trong bd Tif Thu nay
c6 mét 88 1i&t myuc vé Viét i€t do chiing tdi phu trach viét.
" Du6i thoi Thuin Tri (1644-1661) va Khang Hy (1662-1722), tit ca
moi mdn hoc nhu thin hoc, trié€t hoc, thién vin hoc, todn hoc, dia d6

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Phan Tu V& Nhitng Chiéu Huéng Triét Hoc Hién Pai
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méi thiy c6 mot quan niém 16 rang vé nén tri€t hoc Trung
Hoa.'? B6 Trung Quéc Triét Hoc Sit Dai Cuong cha H
Thich xuat hién nim 1918, trong khi bd Trung Quéc Triét
Hoc Sit ciia Phung Hitu Lan xudt hién vao nam 1931.°

hoc (cartography)... do cic nha truyén gido dong Tén nhu Matteo Ricci
(1552- 1610), Johann Adam Schall, Ferdinand Verbiest, vAn vin, dua
vao Trung Hoa, dugc goi 1a Ty hoc, hay mot cdch ton kinh hon, Thién
hoc. Xin tham khdo Trdn Van Poan, “D&i Thoai giita Khdng Gido va
Kitd Gido.” Tai liéu cia Vién Triét Hoc va Ton Gido Viét Nam, Khéa
3, Washington D. C., 2000. Ngoai ra: L& Thyc Cudng, Thanh Triéu
Thoi Pai Ngoai Gido dich Van Pé (Pai Bic: Trung Uong Nghién Ctu
Vién, 1981). Riéng vé Thanh St: Tiéu Nha't Son, Thanh Pqi Sit (Trung
Khdnh, 1945), va Thanh Pai Thong Sit (Dai Bic, 1962), Tap 1, chuong
1-5, va Tap 2, chuong 3-4 ciing nhu hai tdp sdch cua hai st gia Nhat:
Iwakichi Inaba, Shincho zenshi (Thanh Triéu Toin St) (Pong Kinh,
1914), va Torajird Naitd, Sinchoshi tsuron (Thanh Triéu S Thong
Luin) (P6ng Kinh, 1944).

12 xin tham khio Trin Lai, “Th€ Gidi Mac Trung Quéc Tri€t Hoc
Nghién Citu dich Thich P8,” Luan vin (Pai Bic: Trung Uong Nghién
Citu Vién, 7. 1999); in trong Triét Hoc Tap Chi, s& 31 (Pai Bic, 2000),
tr. 8-23. Tran Lai, gido su triét hoc Trung Hoa tai Pai Hoc Bic Kinh.
Ong ciing titng day tai cdc dai hoc Pong Kinh va Harvard.

13 Phing Hitu Lan, Trung Qudc Trzet Hoc Sit (Thugng Hai: Than Chau
Xud't Bdn Cong Ty, tap 1, 1931, va tdp 2, 1934). Bin dich Anh ngit
ctia Derk Bodde, A History of Chinese Philosophy, Tap 1 do Henri
Vetch xuit ban tai Bic Kinh nim 1937. Toan tdp do Nha Xudt Bin
Pai Hoc Princeton xudt bén tai Princeton nim 1952. Vao thdp nién
1960, bi 4p Iwc cia Mao Trach Bdng, ho Phiing soan lai bo Triét s
niy dudi tya dé Trung Quéc Triét Hoc Sit Tdn Bién (Bic Kinh: Nhian
Dan xuit ban x4, 1963). Vao thdi Pang Ti€u Binh, dudc tu do hon, ho
Phiing thém mot 1an nita sita lai bd si. Nam 1988, dip viéng thim nha
tri€t hoc 130 thanh tai tr gia & Bic Kinh, tién sinh c6 nhic qua véi
chiing 161 1y do phdi sia lai bd sit. Ong cho ring, triét hoc Trung Hoa

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1 A
Phén Tu Vé Nhitng Chiéu Huéng Tri€t Hoc Hién Pai
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Song chi c¢6 H6 Thich m&i dwa ra mot dinh nghia vé triét
hoc. Pdng ti€c thay, ho Hd ciing chi sao y ban chinh dinh
nghia tri€t hoc cia triét gia ngudi My, dng John Dewey,
mdt ngudi tiéu bifu cla tri€t phdi thuc dung
(pragmatism).'* Dewey coi triét hoc nhu 1 mot cong cu
giip ta tim ki€m nhitng nguyén nhin cin bin clia nhin
sinh, va tim cdch gidi quyé&t nhitng vdn nan d6. Ong dinh
nghia tri€t hoc nhu mot 1y thuyét vé sy phé binh di tim

khong hoan toan bién chifng nhw 6ng ting gidi thich trong bdn Téin
bién (1963). Su viéc ¢8 ¥ gidi thich tri€t hoc Trung Hoa theo c4i nhin
bién chitng hinh nhu 14 chinh sdch. Cho t&i nim 1990, hdu hét cdc sich
triét hoc déu phai gidn nhin hiéu niy. Trong luin vin md dau cudc hoi
thdo tri€t hoc gilta Trung Qudc (Pai Luc) va Trung Hoa (Pii Loan) tai
Bic Kinh (9. 1995), Truong Pai Nién (ngudi cing thdi vdi ho Phing)
vAn con nhin manh t6i tinh chdt khoa hoc, va tuyét ddi cia bién
ching. Pdp 16i Trang tién sinh trong phan két thic, ching t6i nhic
khéo dng bing cdch nhan manh dén sy khdc biét giita tinh thin khoa
hoc va chii nghia khoa hoc. Theo tinh than khoa hoc, bat ctt phuong
phédp nio, bit ct 1y thuyé€t gi tw phong cho minh tinh chat tuyét d6i déu
r6i vao hd cla ¥ hé, va nhu vay 1a phdn lai tinh than khoa hoc.

" Tuy hoc lai tit Dewey, Hd Thich khong c6 chu thich xuat st, ddnh
14n con den khi€n ddc gid c6 cdm tudng nhu chinh ho Hb 1a tic gid cia
mot dinh nghia nhu vay. Hd thi tirng 13 hoc trd ciia Dewey tai Pai Hoc
Columbia. Xin tham khdo John Dewey, trong Experience and Nature
(New York: Dover, 1929), Preface, tr. xiii, xvi; va Trung Qudc Triét
Hoc Sit Pai Cuong ctia Hb Thich, bin Viét ngit, sdd., tr. 19. Mic du
sdch ctia Dewey xudt bdn mudn hon sich clia Ho thi, ching ta khong
thé chéi cdi duge dnh hudng cla Dewey trén HS. L6i “muon vin”
(plagiarize) ndy rat phd bi€n trong gidi nho gia va hoc gid Trung Hoa,
cling nhu Viét Nam, nhu thdy trong mdt s6 bién khdo ciia Binh Nguyén
Loc, Nguyén Biang Thuc, vin van. Nhiéu nha soan Ty vi, hay Tir dién,
thuc ra khdng c¢6 bién soan, song dich mot cich phéng khodng ti mot
bd Tu vi hay Tir dién Au, MY, hay Trung hoa nao dé!

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
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nguyén nhén; va gi4 tri ti cao clia n6 1a sy ti€p tuc di tim
ki€m cong cu dé€ phé binh tat cd moi gid tri gi thdy trong
kinh nghiém ctia cudc séng con ngu?fji.15 Nhu ching to1 s€
nhan dinh trong phan tdi, mot dinh nghia nhu vdy khong
sai, song thi€u sét. BSi 1& tri€t hoc khdng chi ¢6 tinh cdch
cong cu (instrumentality) nhu k¥ thudt. Tri€t hoc tu né da
12 mot sy khon ngoan (cofiar) va 1a mot muc dich ma con
ngudi deo dudi (nhu Socrates dd nhan dinh), tuy chua hin
12 mot muc dich t6i hau. C6 18 ¥ thifc dugc sy thi€u sét cia
HS Thich, Phiing Hitu Lan khong gidm dua ra mét dinh
nghia chi vé triét hoc. Trong bd Trung Qudc Triét Hoc Sit,
ong vong vo tam qudc gidi thich sy khic biét giita dong
tdy, v6i muc dich bién minh cho bd triét st clia 6ng.16 Song

15 John Dewey, Experience and Nature, sdd., tr. xvi.

1 Chinh vi tap Trung Qudc Triét Hoc Sit ciia Phuing Hitu Lan dugc dich
sang Anh ngi, nén gay dudc ti€ng vang. Riéng tdp A Short History of
Chinese Philosophy (New York: Macmillan, 1948) do chinh ho Phung
vi€t vio nim 1947 khi tién sinh lam Gido su Thinh gidng tai Pai Hoc
Pennsylvania, véi muc dich gi6i thiéu cho sinh vién ngoai quéc. Derk
Bodde stra lai Anh ngit, bién soan, va gidp xudt bin. Bin Phdp ngit
Précis d’histoire de philosophie chinoise dich tit A Short History of
Chinese Philosophy va dnh hudng siu rong ndi hoc gid Viét nhu Kim
Pinh, Vii Pinh Tric, Nguyén Ping Thuc, cling nhu gidi sinh vién tai
Viét Nam trudc ndm 1975. Bdn dich Vi€t ngit ra doi khd mudn vao
nim 1968, ti€c thay chi 1a ban dich tf bin ti€ng Phdp. Xin tham khdo
Phiing Hitu Lan, Pai Cuong Triét Hoc Sit Trung Qudc, Nguyén Vin
Duong dich (Sai Gon: Pai Hoc Van Hanh, 1968). Vi bdn nay chila mot
ban t6m lugc tir ban Hoa ngit (1931-1934), tuy c6 thém mot phin nhé
méi do ho Phiing vi€t cho sinh vién M, nén qud gidn di. Chinh vi vdy,
chiing 161 dua theo bdn Hoa ngi. Dé dbde gid tién viéc tra cifu, chiing
t6i cling trich din tir bin Anh ngit do Derd Bodde dich: Feng Yu-lan, A
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trong tAp A Short History of Chinese Philosophy, 6ng hi€u
tri€t hoc nhu ton gido, v mdt cdch dic biét, nhu nho va
Pao h(_)c.17 B4i 1& nho hoc va Pao hoc déu dit cudc séng
con ngudi lam trung tAm clia suy tw. Ong vi€t: “VE phan
t6i, c4i ma t6i goi 1a tri€t hoc phai 12 sy tu duy c6 hé thong

N A A 18
va phén tinh vé cudc sdng.”

1.2. Van Sy Khdi Dau..Sai!

Tir hai dinh nghia tri€t hoc ciia hai ngudi dai bi€u cla
gidi tri€t hoc Trung Hoa vao diu th€ ky 20, chiing ta thiy
qua that qud nhiéu thi€u sét. Néu ho Ho gidn luge triét hoc
vao mot vai trd céng cu, thi ho Phiing lai ddng héa triét
hoc véi mdt hanh vi tu duy (speculative thinking). Nhu Lao
Tu Quang nhin xét khd ddng, chinh vi bi 4nh hudng cia
mot vai tri€t gia nhu John Dewey, Thomas Huxley (trudng
hgp H6 Thich), ho#c hai trudng phdi tin Plato va Tan thuc
nghiém (trudng hgp Phung Hitu Lan), ma lai khong thiu
hi€u tit cd qud trinh phat sinh cda tri€t hoc, ciing nhu

History of Chinese Philosophy, sdd., tr. 1-6, phin Din nhip. Vio thip
nién 1980s nhu chiing t6i di nhic trong chi thich 13, Phing tién sinh
viét lai toan b6 1dn thit 2, ¢6 thém mdt phan vé tri€t hoc Trung Hoa
hién thdi.

" Fung Yu-lan, A Short History of Philosophy, tr. 1: "Trong vin héa
Trung Hoa, tri€t hoc c6 mdt chd ding twong dudng véi tdn gido trong
cdcnén vin minh khéc. Trong nwdc Trung Hoa, moi ngudi c6 hoc déu
chu trong t6i tri€t hoc.” (Nhitng doan trich Viét ngit do chiing 51 dich).
'® Fung Yu-lan, A Short History of Chinese Philosophy, tr. 2.
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ngudn g&c clia quan niém triét hoc, nén hai ho H6 va
Phing d3 1am tri€t hoc Trung Hoa lac dudng.

Tudng tu, ching ta cling c6 thé néi, ngay tir lic phdi thai,
vi bi 4nh hudng clia tri€t hoc Phdp, va clia Marx qué trim
trong, ma gidi tri thitc Viét da coi thuong, v&t bd hay hi€u
nhim Viét triét. Ngay vao lic bit dau ti€p cdn, da s6 céc
gido su Tri€t dua theo dinh nghia triét hoc cda André
Lalande.”° Tap Danh Tit Triét Hoc do mét nhém gido su
tri€t tai Trung HQC21 va Tit Pién Triét Hoc do Tran Vin
Hi&n Minh bién soan, trén thuc t€ dich “mot céch rong rai”
cdc tir ngit tri€t hoc Tay phudng22 cia Lalande nhu thdy
trong phan chon chit, dinh nghia va phin loai tri€t hoc. L&
di nhién, khi thém cdc danh tir tri€t dong, tdc gid ho Tran
da cong khai cong nhan 161 suy tur A d6ng ciing 12 mot loai
tri€t hoc. Mot s6 hoc gid tu hoc nhu Duong Quing Ham,

19 Nhin xét clia Lio Tu Quang. Xin tham khdo: Lao Tw Quang, Trung
Quéc Triét Hoc Stt, Tap 1 (Huong Cdng: Trung Vin Dai Hoc, 1968), tr.
1-5. Lao Tu Quang, nguyén Gido su tai Pai Hoc Trung Vin va hién la
Chinh Gido tai Pai Hoc Hoa Pham (Pai Bic), phé binh Ho6 Thich chi
trong s&, ma khong hiéu tri€t hoc; trong khi ho Phung khong thé di su
vao tri€t, vi dng khong thong thao lich sit triét hoc Tay phuong, va
thudng nhim Iin phuong phdp tri€t hoc. Theo ho Lio, bd sit clia HO
Thich v6 gid tri, trong khi bd st cia Phiing tuy khd hon, song van con
kém cdi.

20 xin tham khdo André Lalande, Vocabulaire technique et critique de
la philosophie, 2 tip (Paris, 1926). Chiing t6i dya theo ban in 1in thi 8
(Paris 1962), xudtban thanh mdt tdp duy nhit.

2! Mot Nhém Tac Gid, Danh Tir Triét Hoc (Ha Noi, 1952).

22 Tyin Van Hi€n Minh, T Pién Triét Hoc (Sai Gon, 1966), tr. 278-
279.
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Tran Trong Kim dua theo Tu dién Larousse binh dan va
hi€u tri€t hoc nhu 13 “céi hoc vé& nguyén ly (principes) va
nguyén nhin (causes) hay la nhitng thong ké vé nhitng
tong niém (notion générales) clia tat cd cdc su vat, cot dé
dinh 16 cdi nghia clia nhin sinh & ddi va céi dia vi cla
ngudi & trong tao héa.”> Tuy vady, mdc dd Trdn quin y
thitc mdt cdch rd rang 1a nho gido khong hoan toan phi
hgp véi dinh nghia trén, tién sinh vin nhim mit coi nho
gido nhu 1d mot nén tri€t hoc. Riéng Tran Pic Thdo dinh
nghia tri€t hoc theo quan niém ctia Marx, coi tri€t hoc chi
12 mot sdn phdm thugng ting, phan anh ha ting x4 hoi, nhy
thdy trong tap Triét Hoc Pi Vé Pau?* va dic biét trong
ludn dn Phénoménologie et matérialisme dialectique,25 mot
tdp sdch da gdy dugc mot ti€ng vang trong gidi tri€t hoc

* Trdn Trong Kim, “Mdi Phan Khoi tién sinh trd vé& nha hoc ciia ta ma
néi chuyén,” trong Phy Niz Tdn Vdn, s6 71, 72 va 74. T4i in trong Nho
Gido, t4p 2, sdd., tr. 437. Pinh nghia tri€t hoc cla Larousse (bin nim
1970) nhu sau: “Philosophie est une étude rationelle de la pensée
humaine, menée du double point de vue de la conaissance et de
I'action: ce mot ‘philosophie” signifie I’étude de la sagesse, et par la
sagesse on n’entend pas seulement la prudence dans les affaires, mais
une parfaite connaissance de toutes les choses que I’homme peut
savoir.”

** Trin Btc Thio, Triét Hoc Bi Vé Péu? (Paris: Minh T4n, 1950).

® Tran Pic Thio, Phénoménologie et matérialisme dialectique (Paris:
Minh Tén, 1951), L&i Tya, tr. 11-12, phé binh triét hoc tdn tai (hién
sinh) ctia Heidegger va Sartre. Ong xdc quy&t vé triét hoc bién chitng
duy vat “..seule la dialectique mdterialiste définit le concept
authentique.” Va phé binh cdc nén tri€t hoc tu sdn, tr. 19: ”Dans le
marxisme la philosophie bourgeoise trouve la forme de sa
suppression...”
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Phéap vao thip nién 1950s. Kim Dinh trong Nhitng Di Biét
Giita Hai Nén Triét Ly Pong Tdy, hi€u tri€t hoc nhu 1y
hoc.2® Pic biét hon, Luong tién sinh phan biét triét hoc
khéi tri€t 1§, va triét Iy khéi minh tri€t.”’ Tién sinh x&p loai
tri€t hoc dong phuong vao pham tri minh tri€t. L8i nhin
cia Luong quan phan nhiéu bi dnh hudng cia Phung Hitu
Lan, ma ho Phing lai hi€u tri€t hoc mot cach rat han hep,
hay, néi theo ho Lio 1a, chua thdu triét tri€t hoc Au My,
nén ching toi it nhic tdi trong bai nay. Riéng vé Viét triét,
thi chwa c6 mot dinh nghia nao, trit nhitng nhin xét rat
khodng dai nhu 12 mot nén qubc hoc?® hay ddng nghia véi
Viét nho,” hay 1a ché nghia i quéc,” hay 1a 6t 16i cda

31 S ra 32 A .
dao hoc,” hay l1a y hé quéc gia,”” van van. Riéng chiing

% Kim Dinh, Nhitng Di Biét gitta Hai Nén Triét Ly Pong Tdy (Sai Gon:
Ra Khdi, 1969), Phin tua.

2 Kim Dinh, nhu trén, tr. 19-23.

28 Duong Quang Ham,Viét Nam Vdn Hoc Su Yéu (Sai Gon, 1968), tr.
458.

» Tran Trong Kim, sdd., tr. 418; Kim Binh, Viét Ly T Nguyén, sdd.,
ph?in Viét nho; Vi DPinh Tric, Viét Nam trong Quy Dao Thé Gidi
(Orange: Hoi Hitu, 1983), tr. 73.

30 Tran Vin Giau, Sy Phdt trién ciia Tu Tudng Viét Nam tie Thé Ky 19
dén Cdch Mang Thdng Tdm (Ha Noi: Nxb Khoa Hoc Xa@ Hoi, 1973),
tap 1, tr. 10, va Trong Dong Chii Luu ciia Vin Hoc Viét Nam: Tu Tudng
Yéu Nudc (Sai Gon: Nxb Vin Nghé, 1983), tr. 7.

3! Nguyé&n Tai Thu, chb., Lich Sz Tu Tudng Viét Nam, tip 1 (Ha Noi:
Nxb Khoa Hoc Xi Hdi, 1993), tr. 11.

2 Nguy&n Khanh Toan, “M6t S& Van D& vé Ly Luan vé Lich St Tu
Tudng Vit Nam” (Ha Noi: Vién Trigt Hoc, 1984), tr. 13, 15. Nguyén
Tai Thu, sdd., tr. 12.
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t6i d tam d€ nghi mdt dinh nghia vé Viét tri€t - ma chiing
t6i coi nhu 12 mot § ki€n c4 nhan - nhu thiy trong chuong
tht nhit cia Viér Triét Ludn Tdp. Néi tém lai, ching ta
nhéin thdy mot sy thi€t y&u clia cdng viéc xdc dinh ¥ nghia
clia tri€t hoc. Song cling liic, chiing ta ciing ¥ thitc dugc su
khi€m khuyé&t cda b&t c¥ mdt dinh nghia ndo. Vay thi,
chuing t6i khong 14p lai cdc dinh nghia tri€t hoc. Nhu di néi
trén, ching t6i ¢6 y khong dwa ra mot dinh nghia vé triét
hoc ndi ddy. Ngugc lai, ching t6i s& trinh bay hai 16i nhin
vé tri€t hoc: 161 nhin phii dinh, va 18i nhin xdc dinh. L&i
nhin phd dinh nhim x6a bd nhitng hi€u nhim, hay sai 14m
b6p méo tri€t hoc; trong khi 18i nhin x4c dinh hay tich cuc
nhim tim ra nhitng dic tinh phd quit va bat bién cha triét
hoc.

1.3 Sai Mot Li Di Mot Dim

Nha bdc hoc Aristotle tirng nhan xét “Su sai 1&€ch (tir)
chan Iy tuy rat nhd vao lic ddu, sé 16n rong ca ngan lan vé
sau.” Tuong t¢, Thomas Aquinas, theo Aristotle, ciing néi
ring nhitng 161 1Am nho nhd vao lic khéi diu s& dua tdi
nhitng hiu qud nguy hiém vao lic k&t thic.” Theo chan
cdc vi, chiing t6i nghi 13, d€ hiéu tri€t hoc, chiing ta c6 1&

* Trich tit Mortimer J. Adler, Ten Philosophical Mistakes (New York:
Macmillan, 1985), tr. xiii. Trong phin tién ngdén, Adler nhan xét vé
tri€t hoc hién dai ddy nhitng 18i 1dm “nho nhd.” Nhitng 18i 14m nay
“dugc phd bién va dnh hudng vugt khdi [gidi han 1am.] [Cho dé&n dd
ma] R4t nhi€u ngudi trong ching ta khi suy tf thudng vdp pham mot
cdch vo thitc mot so 161 14m, ma khong hé dé€ y dén ching xudt hién
khi ndo hay xud't hién nhv thé ndo.” Mortimer Adler, sdd. tr. xiv.
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nén bit dau véi cdng viéc vach ra nhitng “sai 1Am,” “léch
lac” nho nhd vé tri€t hoc. Nhitng 18i da khi&€n nhiéu ngudi
1Am tudng tri€t hoc ddng nghia v4i ¥ hé, ton gido, hay gidn
héa tri€t hoc thanh mot nén tri thitc, mot hé thong luan 1y,
mdt phudng phép cd dinh, hay mot cong cu, mot k§ thudt
suy tu, van van.

Thd nhét, Triét hoc khong tw han hep vao mdt cong
nding nhdt dinh. Ngay ti thdi Hy Lap, khi cdc triét gia cho
ring tri€t hoc 12 sy yéu qui, va truy tAm sy khon ngoan, cdc
vi dd khong han hep tri€t hoc vao mdt cong ndng c6 dinh,
hay bat bi€n. Yéu khon ngoan bing cdch nao, hay khon
ngoan 1a gi? Khéng ai co thé xdc dinh. Trong truyén thong
tri&t hoc TAy phuong, mdi ngudi hi€u khon ngoan mot cach
khic biét. Socrates déng nghia khon ngoan véi chén ly;
Plato hidu khén ngoan nhu 12 mot Iy niém bat bi€n va phd
quat. Aristotle hi€u khon ngoan theo ba nghia, mot tri thitc
chin that (emiotepe), mot nén ki€n thic thuc hanh
(mpo£1o), va mot sy khon ngoan thuc tién (npoveoto). Céc
tri€t gia Kitd gido ddng héa khon ngoan véi chinh Thugng
P&. Poi v6i ho, Thuong P& 13 coi ngudn cla sy khon
ngoan. Ngai 12 Sapientia sapientiarum. L€ tAt nhién, mot
khi coi con ngudi 1a mét hitu thé ty chd, cac i€t gia thai
Anh Sdng coi khon ngoan nhu la dic sdn cla ly tr, chi
khong phdi ciia Thugng D€. Tudng ty, cdc nha t tudng

. R . e ) W 2534
Trung Hoa coi sy khon ngoan nhu 14 “minh minh duc, 3

N s¢

hay 1a “van vat chi mﬁu,”35 hay 1a “chi tri,”36 hay la “trung

* Pai Hoc, chuong 1.
¥ 1 d0 Td, Pao Puc Kinh, chuong 52.
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dung chi dao,”37 hay 1a “ndi thdnh ngoai VLf(Jng,”38 hay Ia
tdm dao noi cdc tu tudng gia ngudi Viét (Nguyén Trii,
Nguyén Du). N&u nhin vao nhitng 16i hi€u trén, ching ta
thay ring, hdu nhu tdt cd moi dai tu twdng gia khong nhat
qudn vé ¥ nghia cia khén ngoan.

Tuong tw, khi ban dé€n phuong phdp dat téi su khon
ngoan, cdc ngdi cling khong nhi't thi€t déng y. Ngudi thi
doi budc ta phdi bi€t todn hoc (Plato); ngudi thi doi nhitng
ngudi hoc phai théng thao bién chitng (nhu Plato, Aristotle,
Hegel, Marx); ngudi thi lai bit chiing ta phai theo truc gidc
(nhu Descartes, Bergson, Blondel). Lai c¢é nhitng vi doi hdi
chiing ta phai tin, phdi yéu méi c6 thé dat t6i sy khon
ngoan (Bonaventura v4i chim ngdn “Credo ut intelligam”

*® Chu Hi (1130-1200) phat trién thuyé&t cdch vat trong Pai Hoc. Trong
Pai Hoc, Khdng T chil truong tri tri cdch vat, tic 13 chi khi ndo biét su
vat cho t8i ndi t6i chon, ching ta mdi dat duge sy khon ngoan (ki€n
thitc). Chu T gidi thich: “Pai hoc tuy néi vé cdch vat nhung lai khong
ban dén cdi ly. Ly do 1a tai vi ban vé Ly thi ciing nhu néi vé hu vo,
(ma hu vo) thi ching c6 ai (chi) bi€t dugc. Chinh vi viy ma khi n6i vé
cdch vat, Dai Hoc muén bi€u 4 ring, hinh nhi thugng chi c6 thé thay
dudgc trong hinh nhi ha.” Trong Chu Tit Toan Thu, quyén 46. Xin tham
khdo Chan Wing-tsit, A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, sdd., tr.
602-604; Gidn Chi & Nguyén Hién Lé, sdd., tr. 622-623; Ciing xin xem
thém Tran Trong Kim, Nho Gido, sdd., tr. 165.

*" Trung Dung, chinh vin.

3% Mot 1y thuyé&t ding dao ditc 1am cin ban cho chinh tri do Vuong
Duong Minh (1472-1529) chd truong. Pic biét trong Truyén Tdp luc, in
trong Vuong Vdan Thanh Cong Toan Thu, 15b. Ciing xin tham khdo
Chan Wing-tsit (dich), Instructions for Practical Living, and Other Neo-
Confucian Works by Wang Yang-ming (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1963). Poan vé Truyén Tdp Luc thiy trong tip sdch trén.
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va Blaise Pascal véi “la raison du coeur,” hay tim dao).
Ngudc lai, cling ¢6 cd trudng phdi chi truong kinh nghiém,
hay thuc nghiém, hay thi nghiém mdi 1a nhitng phudng thé
t6t dep bdo ddm mot tri thic chin that (tir Francis Bacon,
téi John Locke, David Hume). Vao th€ ky hai mudi, sy
phan ly vé phuong phdp cang phic tap hon. Ngoai cdc
phuong phdp lau ddi nhu phan tich, tdng hgp, dién nghia,
quy nap, vin vin, rdt nhiéu trudng phdi mdi nhu hién
tugng luidn (phenomenology), két cdu ludn (structuralism),
thuc tai ludn (realism), thuc dung ludn (pragmatism), hé
phd hoc (genealogy), thong dién phdp (hermeneutics), vin
van, xu&t hién khong ngtl'ng.39 Trong céc truyén thong nho
gia, Pao gia, va Phét gido, ching ta ciing thdy cdc vi 4p
dung cdc phuong th& khac nhau, tir “tu than,” t6i “tu tdm;”
tir “thuén ky t nhién,” téi “hi€p théng quy than,” tir “thién
nhan hop nhdt,” tdi “cung ky ly,” tir “cdch vat chi tri,” t6i
truc giéc.40 Thé& nén chiing tdi ddng y véi Michel Foucault
va Francois Lyotard, nhitng ngudi chii truong mot 16i suy tu
hau hién dai (postmodern), d6 12 khong c6 mdt phuong thé
chi ty dd d€ bido dam cé thé dat t6i cling nhu chifng minh

¥ Xin tham khdo Joseph Marie Bochenski, Wege zum philosophischen
Denken (Munchen, 1967); Richard Kearney, Modern Movement in
European Philosophy (Manchester: Manchester University Press,1986).
“ Filmer S. C. Northrop, “The Complementary Emphases of Eastern
Intuition Philosophy and Western Scientific Philosophy,” trong
Philosophy, East and West, do C. A. Moore, chb. (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1946), tr. 187. Phung Hitu Lan ban t6i phudng phép
tri€t hoc Trung Hoa va phé binh Northrop trong A Short History of
Chinese Philosophy, sdd., tr. 23-25.
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sy khon ngoan.41 Néi theo ki€u dao hoc: “Pao kh3 dao, phi
thudng dao. Danh kha danh, phi thudng danh.”*?

Néu ching ta khong thé xdc dinh khoén ngoan, cling
khong thé c6 mot phuong th€ duy nhdt d€ dat t6i va ching
minh khén ngoan, thi bit budc phdi chdp nhan ménh dé 1a
tri€t hoc khong thé tu han ché vio mét cong ning nio nhat
dinh hay ¢& dinh nio.

Thit hai, Triét hoc khong phdi la Y hé, hay Ton gido, hay
Gido diéu, mic db trong t6n gido ¢ triét hoc; mic di bat
cif ¥ hé nao, lic phat xudt déu Ia suy tr tri€t hoc. N6i céch
khdc, tri€t hoc c6 th€ bi€n thanh gido diéu, ¥ hé, hay ton
gido néu nén i€t hoc nay bi€n thanh cong cu bio vé 8
chifc; néu né dugc co cau héa, dude ton thd;* va néu tr

*I' Michel Foucault, Archéologie du savoir (Paris: Gallimard, 1969),
phan Din nhip; Bin Anh ngit ciia Alan Sheridan (London: Pantheon,
1970); Francois Lyotard, La condition postmoderne - Rapport sur le
savoir (Paris: Minuit, 1979). Bdn Anh ngit do Geoff Bennington va
Brian Massumi dich, The Postmodern Condition - A Report on
Knowledge (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1984), phin
Dan nhip, tr. xxv, va tr. 61 vin van

230 T, DPgo Diic Kinh, chuong 1.

“ Pay 1a trudng hop gidi thich sw bién dang cda nho hoc thanh Nho
gido, Pao hoc thanh Pao gido, Phat hoc thanh Phat gido, 1y thuy&t xi
hoi thanh chii nghia x4 héi, tr tudng khoa hoc thanh chii nghia duy
khoa hoc (scientism), va mdt cich chung, cdc wr twdng riét hoc vé céc
loai tri thitc bi€n thanh duy 1y, duy tAm, duy vit, duy linh, duy nghiém.
Ngudc lai, ching ta cling c6 thé gidi thich Iy do tai sao bat cif ton gido
nao ciing cin mét nén tri&t hoc d€ “danh chinh ngdn thuan.” Triét hoc
bi ha cdp xubng thinh ngudi nit & cda thin hoc va ton gido
(philosophia theologiae ancilla). Cho tdi nay, vin con nhiéu tranh luin
v& nhitng cAu hdi nhu “Cé mdt nén tri€t hoc Kitd gido khong?” Thi du
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tudng tri€t hoc clia ngudi lanh dao gin lién véi chinh sy
lanh dao tao nén quyen uy. #  Chinh vi cing chung mot
ngudn gbc, ma da s6 tri€t gia da khong phdn biét ndi sy
khéc biét gita y hé va tri€t hoc. Nhi't 13 nhitng ngudi chi
trudng tri€t 1y thuc hanh, “nhap th&,” hay coi triét hoc nhu
12 mot cong cu, va déng nghia sy khon ngoan vdi tai ning,
khi ning, quyén hanh, van van. Socrates da titng canh cdo
16i nhin trén. C4 hon hai ngan nim sau, Bacon ciling di
phin tich nguy cd cla 161 nhin ma 6ng goi 1a ¥ hé (y thic
hé, hay ¥ hé hinh thai).*> Song c4i ba quyén hanh ciing nhu

tranh luin gitta M. Blondel, E. Bréhier, A. J. Festugiére, M.
Nédoncelle, E. Gilson, J. Maritain, L. Laberthonniere... vao thip nién
1950s. Xin tham khio Maurice Nédoncelle, Existe-t-il une Philosophie
Chrétienne? (Paris: Arthéme Fayard, 1956) hay “C6 tri€t hoc Hbi gido
hay khong?” (nhu thiy gin day trong gidi triét gia tai Iran, Irag, cling
nhu & A chu tai M4 Lai va Nam Duong. Tai Vi¢t Nam, cdc nha lanh
dao clia cdc gido hoi Cao Dai, Hoa Hdo ciling da (kh1 thanh 14p hai dai
hoc ctia hai gido hoi) va dudng xdy dung nhitng nén triét hoc cla ho
v6i nhitng nhém nghién citu tai hdi ngoai.

# Nhu thdy trong chi nghia Mao Trach Dong, chi nghia Tam Dan cla
Tén Dat Tién, chi thuy&t nhan vi ciia Ngd Pinh Diém, chii thuy&t bat
bao déng ctia Mahamat Gandhi, hay chd nghia (Josif) Titd, chu nghia
Phat-xit clia Benito Mussolini, chii nghia Na-xit cia Adolf Hitler, va cd
chii nghia (Josif I.) Stalin (tirc Mic-Lé do Stalin dé xu’dng vao dau thip
nién 1930,) ciing nhy chii nghia tr bdn cla cdc d€ qudc thyc dan. Xin
tham khdo J. B. Stalin, “Foundations of Leninism,” va “Problems of
Leninism” (1934), trong B. Franklin, chb. The Essential Stalin; cling
nhu Robert Tucker, Stalinism (1977); A. G. Meyer, Leninism (1957).

45 Francis Bacon phan biét 4 loai ¥ hé, tic nhifng tri thifc thi€u khoa
hoc, khong chic chin nhung dnh hudng t6i con ngudi ma 6ng cho 1a sai
1am (false 1dola) D6 14 idola triboli (Au tugng bd lac, sai JAm dua vao
161 suy tw cd 15, truyén thong, chiing tdc), idola cavii (&u twgng son
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nhin quan thi€n cén coi tri€t hoc nhu 12 mdt cong cu d€ dat
t6i quyén uy di quyén dii 1am tri€t gia quing mit, d€ rdi
ho bi€n d6i tri€t hoc thanh ¥ hé phuc vu ché d6 (nhu thiy
trong ndi nho gia). Ly thuyé&t 1y hinh bi€n thanh chii thuyét
Plato v6i 4o vong “cOng hoa.” Pao nhian do Khdng Tt chii
truong héa than thanh Pao Nho théng tri tt c4 mach huyé&t
cia Trung Hoa; Ly thuy€t khoa hoc vé x4 héi clia Marx,
trudc h&t bi Lenin rdi d&€n Stalin, va sau cing t6i Mao
Trach Pong cdi bi€n thanh mot chl thuy€i x4 hoi va cong
sdn vdi cdi 4o mong “chuyén chinh,” va mét “thién dudng
tai th€.” Vay, d€ gitip ngudi doc c6 mot cdi nhin trung thuc
vé i€t hoc, ching t6i xin vach ra mdt s& di biét gitta triét
hoc va y hé nhu sau:

Néu sy khdn ngoan khong dong nghia vdi bat cif mot
hinh thifc ctia ki€n thitc hay mot loai tri thitc ndo, va néu
tri€t hoc coi su khon ngoan nhu mot sy phat trién ki€n thic,
va néu sy phét huy tri ning ludn trong tinh trang vo dinh,
thi ¥ hé lai cd quy€t mot cach gido diéu ring, chi c6 mot
loai tri thifc ndo d6, va gat bd tit ci cdc nén tri thitc khic.
Y hé cho ring, chi ¢6 nén tri thitc duy nhat ndy mdi “chin
that,” “khoa hoc,” “ph(?; quit,” va “hitu hiéu.” Ma mdt nén
¥ hé nhu vy thudng hay dong nhat véi tr tudng clia mot

dong, sai 1am do do tdng), idola fori (Au tugng hoi trudng, sai 14m khi
dua vio quan ching), va idola theatri (3u tugng hi vién, sai ldm cho
bi€u tugng méi 13 chin that). Trong Francis Bacon, New Atlantis
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1974). Ciing xin tham khdo Paul Ricoeur,
Lectures on Ideology and Utopia (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1986), tr. 160; Karl Mannheim, Ideology and Utopia, Louis Wirth
va Edward Shils dich (New York: Hartcourt, Brace and World, 1936);
Tran Vin Doan, The Poverty of Ideological Education, sdd., tr. 9 va 52.
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ngudi c6 quyén uy tuyét ddi, mot tdp doan linh dao, hay
mot tdn gido.

N&u tri€t hoc tu bin chit ludn thing ti€n, thi ngugc lai,
¥ hé tu tuyén xung 1 chung cuc cia lich sit, 12 tot dinh cla
trf tué. Va nhu thé, y hé tir chdi khong nhin nhén tu do tinh
clia con ngudi cling nhy thang ti€n tinh clia tri ning.

Né&u triét hoc 12 mdt qud trinh phdn tinh khong ngiing
vé& th€ gidi, con ngudi, vi van vat, va néu tri€t gia ludn
phéi phan tu vé chinh chd thé, vé chinh tri thifc, thi ¥ hé lai
gido diéu yéu sdch bit budc th€ gidi, con ngudi phdi ‘suy
tw’ theo cdi miu do ¥ hé dit ra. Nhitng hinh thic 1y ludn
nh4t nguyén, hay nhi nguyén phan 4nh 18i suy tu § hé nay.

N&u tri&t hoc hoan toan thoét ly khdi quyén uy, thi y hé
gdn lién v6i co cdu clia quyén uy. Ly do 1a tri€t hoc khong
bao gid tu khoe minh 12 mdt phuong thé hitu hiéu nhat, hay
mot tri thic tuyét ddi va bit nhitng ngudi khic phdi theo.
Ngugc lai, bat ¢t mot ¥ hé nao ciing rdt xdc tin vé “su
chén that tuyét d61,” vé “hiéu lyc toan nang,” cling nhu “sif
ménh” rao truyén, bdo vé va phdt huy chan 1y cda minh.

Piém quan trong nhit, d6 1 tri€t hoc t né da 1a muc
dich. Khon ngoan khdng phdi 1a cong cu, cang khong phdi
1a k§ thuat. Chinh vi vay, tri€t hoc dong nghia véi su yéu
khon ngoan (philo-sophia). Tri€t hoc khong 14y hay coi su
khon ngoan nhu mdt cong cu dé dat t6i nhitng muc dich
khéc nhu phuc, 16c, tho, phi, quy hay ngay ca nhén, 1€,
nghia, tri, tin... nhu thdy trong y hé Nho gido. Ngugc lai, ¥
hé chi 12 mdt cong cu nhim bdo vé quyén uy, 1gi tdc (nhu
thdy trong chii nghia giai cdp, ddng phdi, chiing tdc), hay
cao quy hon, sy sinh tén, phdt trién, ti€n bd clia con ngudi.
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. Thit ba, Triét hoc khong c6é mot ddi tuong cb dinh, mot
phuong phdp bdt bién, mot the sinh bt dich, va mot muc
dich vinh citu. Bdi 18, n&u su khdn ngoan khong thé bi xic
dinh, thi 1& tdt nhién, myc dich cla tri€t hoc cling khong
thé bi x4c dinh. Ngudc lai, bat ctt mot y hé nio ciing phai
c6 mot hay nhi€u muc dich 15 rang, thudng dugc hi€u hay
x€p theo mot thi¥ ty thy theo gia tri, bit ddu vé&i su sdng
con cla sinh ménh, sy séng con cda nhitng phuong thé, t8
chifc... lién quan tryc ti€p tdi sinh ménh; va ti€p tuc cho
v6i nhitng nhu y&u, doi hdi, § thich, 1gi fch... Iam thing
héa, hay cang bdo ddm cudc sdng. Sau cung, mot khi da
tam thdi gidi quyét nhitng van nan trén, ¥ hé ciing nhim
t6i nhitng cdi ma Marx goi 1a thugng ting kié€n triic, nhu
ton gido, thim my, x4 giao, van van. Hi€u nhu vay, chi
thuy€t ty ky, chi nghia gia dinh, chd nghia 4i qudc, va
ngay ca cdc y hé nhu thuyét khodi lac, hudng thu, hién sinh
déu néi 1én viéc con ngudi chi trudng, danh gis ciing nhu
chon Iya muc dich khac nhau ma thdi.

Thi tu, Triét hoc khong phdi la k§ khoa (technology).
Khi thdo luin tri€t hoc, khi chitng minh ménh dé, khi
thuy&t phuc ngudi nghe... ching ta cAn phuong phép, ciing
nhu k§ thuit d€ c6 thé dat tdi muc dich mot cach d& dang
va chic chin hon. Song phuong phdp triét hoc tw né chi 13
mdt muc dich thit y&éu. N6 khong phii 12 muc dich t6i hau.
Chi tir thdi Descartes, Bacon chiing ta mdi bit dau thay sy
phat trién clia ‘k§ thuat’ ttc phuong phép tri€t hoc. Vi qud
chii trong t6i phudng phép, ma nén tri€t hoc cin dai dong
héa sy khdm phé ra nhi€u phuong phidp méi la véi su phat
hién nhitng nén tri€t hoc mdi. Trén thuc t&, Bacon,
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Descartes, Locke, Hegel tuy 1a cha dé cia cdc phuong
phdp tan ti€n nhu phan tich, thuc nghiém, kinh nghi€ém va
bién chitng; song nhitng khim phd mdi la giip nhin loai
nhiéu hon phdi qui cong vé nhitng tri€t gia nhu Rousseau,
Hobbes, Montesquieu, Kant va Marx, bdi vi chinh nhitng vi
sau mdi thuc sy dnh hudng t&i chinh tri, kinh t&, dao dirc va
1am x3 hoi cai ti€n; bién héa ching gidp xa hoi hoan bi
hon. N6i nhu vdy, ching t6i mudn nhic nhg doc gid 1a, tuy
rdt quan trong, phuong phdp ludn vAn chi 1a mét bd phan
cla tri thic luidn; ma tri thic ludn ciing chi 14 mot chi
nhénh cda tri€t hoc. Tri thitc ludn, cho ring c6 hoan bi
ching nita, vin khong thé ty né bi€n d6i th€ sinh. Va nhu
thé, 18 tAt nhién 12 k§ thuat khong thé dai dién, ditng néi la
c6 thé thay thé triét hoc. Vao th€ ky 20 va trong tudng lai,
vi chi nhin thdy nhitng dnh hudng thi€n cin cla ky thuit
(phuong phép), nén nhin loai da t6n thd ky thuat, bién né
thanh mot ¥ hé, va coi né nhu mot muc dich t6i hau cho
nhan sinh.*® Chit thuy&t duy khoa hoc, thoi dai k§ khoa 12
nhitng ¥ hé mdi cho nhin loai, va nhat 12 cho nhitng nudc
chim ti€n, dang phat trién nhu Viét Nam. Y hé kg khoa
nay nhim tudc doat ngdi bdu ciia Thugng P&, va nim vin

ménh nhan loai trong tay n6."

4 Xin tham khdo Jurgen Habermas, Technik und Wissenschaften als
‘Ideologie’ (Frankfurt a. M.: Suhrkamp, 1968).

# Chiing t6i s& bian thém vé vdn nan k§ khoa ndy trong chudng 7:
“Khi Thé ctia Viét Triét.” Ngoai nhitng tdc phdm phé binh ¥ hé k§
khoa ciia hoc phéi Frankfurt, cia Heidegger, va clia hoc phdi Hu hién
dai (postmodernism), ciing xin tham khdo nhitng phé binh y hé k§ khoa
tir gidi khoa hoc gia nhu: Alvin Toffler, The Future Shock (New York,
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2. CAC CHIEYU HUGNG TRIET HOC HIEN DA/

Vay thi, tri€t hoc 1a gi? M6t cau héi ma cho dén nay khong
c6 ai c6 thé tr3 18i mot cach thda man. Nhu ching t6i da c&
y trdnh khodng dinh nghia tnet hoc, khong phdi vi ludi
bié/ng, ma vi § thifc dugc 12 bat cif mot dinh nghia nao cling
vAn con thi€u sét. Thé nén, trong doan nay, chiing t6i xin
phép chi dua ra nhitng 161 nhin khéc nhau dva trén dic tinh
va cOng ning cda tri€t hoc ma thoi.

2.1. Vil Tru Hoc hay Triét Hoc Tu Nhién

Tri€t hoc lu6n khdi dau véi nhitng cau hdi vé coi ngudn
ciia con ngudi, cia th€ gidi ho séng, v& dinh ménh ciing
nhu lai sinh (future life). Vao thoi Ha (2183-1752 B.C. )
ching ta da thdy xuit hién nhitng suy tu vé& vii tru, v& luat
ty nhién, vé dong lyc thic ddy, cai bi€n vii tru v con
ngudi. Vao dgi Thuong (1751-1112 B.C.), nhitng tu tudng
trén bit dau dugc ghi chép mot cdch hén tap trén nhitng

bia dd, da siic vit, hay triic Ifa.* Chung ta phdi dgi téi thoi

1970); Fritjof Capra, The Tao of Physics (Berkeley, 1975); Carl F. von
Weissacker, Die Tragweite der Wissenschaft (Stuttgart, 1976); Herbert
Pietschmann, Das Ende des naturwissenschaflichen Zeitalters (Wien,
1980); Ilya Prigogine & Isabelle Stengers, Order out of Chaos (New
York, 1984).

“® Chang Kwang-chih (Truong Quang Truc), Shang Civilization (New
Jersey: Yale University Press, 1980); Chang Kwang-chih, The
Archaeology of Ancien China (New Jersey: Yale University Press,
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nha Chau (1111-249 B.C.), nhitng quan niém nay mdi dudc
¢ dong, hoc tip va dnh hudng tdi tri€t hoc Trung Hoa.*
L&i nhin vé& vil tru nay ciing 4nh hudng t6i gidi tri thic
viet.® Va phén bi 4nh hudng ctia PSng Trong Thy va cla
Lio Truong,”’ cdc nho gia Viét thudng gin lién vii tru hoc
v6i chiém tinh, b6i todn vé& dinh ménh con ngudi. Nguyén
Binh Khiém c6 18 13 ngudi ndi bat nhi't dai dién phai triét

hoc néty.52 Trong th€ gidi Hy Lap, ching ta ciing thdy c6

1963; tdi ban 1an 4); Benjamin I. Schwartz, The World of Thought in
Ancient China (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1985).

* Ty wdng vé su bién héa cla vl tru (Dich) xudt hién rat sém, trude
ca thdi cia Nghiéu va Thu&n (ngan nam thd ba triidc cong nguyén).
Tuong truyén, dich 12 do Phuc Hy V&, trong khi qudi tir va hao thi do
Vin Vuong va Chu Céng. Thyc ra, ding tin hon, d6 1a Chu Dich (Dich
Kinh) ¢6 1& dugc vi€t vao thdi tién bdn Chi€n qudc (403-222 B.C.).
Dich Kinh ban ludn vé sy phdt trién, dinh ludt, phuong th€ nguyén 1y
bién héa ciia vii tru, va vai trd clia con ngudi trong vil tru. Pa s8 cdc
tri€t gia Trung Hoa déu ban vé vii try, hay dai héa lugn. Tir Bdng
Trong Thu (d¥i Hdn), Vuong B4t (d¥i Nguy) t6i Truong Hoanh Cu,
Trinh Y Xuyén (d8i Téng), va nhat la céc dao gia... déu chu trong t6i
vii tru ludn.

5 C4c sich vé& Kinh Dich dudc dich sang tiéng Viét, va thdo ludn khd
s6i dong & Viet Nam. Bén dich cia Ngo T4t TS, Nguyén Duy Can,
Nhugng Tong, Nguyén Khic Hi€u, va gin ddy chi gidi cia Nguyén
Hién Lé: Nguyén Hién L&, Kinh Dich - Pao cia nguoi Qudn T (Sai
Gon: Nxb Vin Hoc, 1992). Ngay nha cich mang Phan Boi Chau cling
titng bd rat nhiéu thi gid vao viéc dién gidi Dich mot cdch rit cong
phu: Phan B6i Chau, Qudc Van Chu Dich Dién Gidi, trong Phan Bgi
Chdu Toan Tdp (Hu€: Nxb Thuin Héa, 1990), tdp 1 va 2.

3! Kim Pinh, Chiz Thoi (Sai Gon: Thanh Binh, 1967).

52 Xin tham khdo Nguyén Binh Khiém trong Lich Sit Phdt trién Vin
Héa Dan Téc, Ky Y&u HoOi Thdo Khoa Hoc (Sai Gon: Trung Tam
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mot 161 suy tf nhu vay vao thdi Thales (624-518 B.C.) véi
cdc trudng phdi ving Ionia, Milo va nhitng ngudi theo
Pythagoras. Céc tri€t gia truy nguyén ngudn géc cla vil
try, dinh luat clia bi€n héa, va cdi dao 1y uyén nguyén cia
vil tru. Cdi ly, hay dao nay bi€n héa tir nudc t6i 1, tir khi
td1 vO dinh, tir v6 dinh tdi tif tugng tie kim, moc, thiy, hda.
Va sau cing tdi thoi Plato thi dao 1y uyén nguyén nay
chinh 12 1y hinh (€1800). Song tuy bi Socrates 16i tit trén
thwgng tang khi quin trd vé mat dat, 161 suy tr vii tru quan
nay vin ti€p tuc cho t&i nay, bi€n thanh tri€t hoc tu
nhién,”> hay tri€t hoc khoa hoc. Theo quan diém cha
trudng phéi tri€t hoc ty nhién nay, ta't ci vii tru va ngay ci
con ngudi déu theo cling mdt quy luat nhu nhau, dé 1a luat
tu nhién. Do d6, trong di€m viia tri€t hoc 12 phai lam th&
ndo kham phd ra quy ludt cda vil tru ndy. Cdc ly thuyé&t
nht co khi ludn (mechanism)* k&t cau ludn
(stlructuralism),55 cd thé ludn (organism),56 ti€n héa ludn
(evolutionism)”' ... 1a nhitng 1§ thuy&t dai bi€u cho khuynh
huéng tri€t hoc khoa hoc ngay nay. Nhu chung t6i s€ trinh

Nghién Citu Hin Nom, 1991). Cu Nguyén dugc bi€t d€n nhiéu véi Sam
Trang Trinh.

3 Tic phdm dai bi€u Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica
(1687) (Nguyén Ly Todn Hoc ctia Triét Hoc Ty Nhién) cta Isaac
Newton, trong d6 nha bdc hoc phdt trién 1y thuyét van vat hap luc
(gravitation-theory).

* Pai biéu 1 Galileo Galilei va Isaac Newton.

5 Pai bi€u: de La Mettrie, Ernst Macht, Lévi-Strauss, vin van.

% Pai bi€u: Macht, d’Holbach,

*7 Charles Darwin va trudng phdi ti€n héa nhu Herbert Spencer.
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bay trong chudng sau vé ban thé va bén chit ciia Viét triét,
vil tru quan cia ngudi Viét khong th€ tach roi khdi nhan
sinh quan, do d6 ho theo mét ludn 1y ngudc lai v4i vii try
luAn ciia Hy Lap. Theo vin héa Hy La, thi “thi€n sao vt
vay;” song néu theo Viét triét, thi phai 12 “nhin sao vat
vdy.” Trong m6t mach vin nhu th€, ching ta ¢ thé hiéu
cdc nhin thoai nhu Nit Oa “ddi d4 va tr8i,” Lac Long Quén
- Au Co d& “trim tritng,” Banh T6, Hoang D€, Chi Pong
Tt hay cdc thn thoai nhu thin Kim Qui, Phi Pong Thién
Vuong, van van, tat cd déu néi 1én mot vi tru quan, ciing
nhv mot nhan sinh quan ciia Viét triét.

2.2. Hitu Thé Hoc

Thi nhat, tri€t hoc 12 mot sy tu khai m& cda chinh hitu thé.
N6i cach khéc, tri€t hoc 13 hitu thé hoc (ontology). Socrates
d3 1am mot cudc cdch mang tu tudng khi 6ng [6i triét hoc
tir trdi xudng, trd lai cho con ngudi. Tl day, tri€t hoc khong
chi con 12 mét nén vii tru hoc (cosmology), song 1a mot
cudc hanh trinh lich st truy nguyén vé cdu hdi quan trong
quan trong nhit, tic vé chinh dinh ménh clia con ngudi.
Aristotle phét trién quan diém nay qua cdu hoi vé chinh
hitu thé, o Tt ov. P81 vdi nha bac hoc vi dai nay, tri€t hoc
khong chi truy nguyén nhitng cin nguyén t61 hdu, ma quan
trong hdn, phai chii trong dé€n chinh hitu thé ty th:?m,58 cling
nhu con ngudi thyc hanh trén con dudng hudng vé muc
dich 61 hau tic Thién (ayarov).”” P6i véi wiét hoc Kitd

%8 Xin tham kh3o Aristotle, Metaphysics, IV, 1003a.
%9 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, 1, 1099a.
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gido, hitu thé ddng nghia vdi chinh c6i ngudn clia van
ménh ciing nhu dinh ménh con ngudi. Chinh vi vy,
Thomas Aquinas ciing nhu da s6 cdc tri€t gia Kitd gido
hi€u Thugng P& nhu 12 Hitu thé ty tai va tdi thuong
(Summum Ens va Ens in se, hay Ens qua Ens). D6i véi da
s0 cdc tri€t gia hién dai sau Heidegger, hitu thé hoc ddng
nghia véi m6t mén hoc vé ban tinh tit y&u ciing nhu cdc
bi€n dang va dong tinh cda hitu thé (Sein, esse).60 Mot
mon hoc nhu th€ xem ra c6 vé xa la vdi 161 suy tr dong
phuong. Tuy nhién néu chiing ta hi€u hitu thé hoc nhu mon
hoc vé sinh ménh trong dién trinh clia sinh sinh ba't t (triét
hoc clia Dich), v€ sy bi€n héa clia sinh ménh trong chu ky
nhin sinh (tri€t 1y cta Phat), nhu mdt mdn hoc vé vai tro
cla con ngudi gilta con ngudi (Nho hoc), ciing nhu nhitng
udc vong sdu xa ctia nhan loai (Pao hoc) hay clia chinh
chi thé (Truong Ti), thi chiing ta ciing c¢6 thé néi wiét hoc
Pong phudng ciing ¢c6 mot nén hitu thé hoc, tuy ring né
chua bao gid tr tuyén xung 12 mot nén “khoa hoc vé hitu
thé tr thin” (the science of being qua being, étre en tant
qu’étre) nhu thdy trong truyén thdng triét hoc Tay phuong.

2.3. Nhan Thifc Luian

Triét hoc nhim t6i mdt muc dich ba't bi€n, dé chinh 14 chan
ly. D€ c6 th€ nhan ra, chitng minh, ciing nhw 4p dung chan
1y, tri€t hoc dodi chd thé phai tir phan tinh vé& chinh chd thé,
v& nhitng ki€n thitc tién thién (a priori) v& khach thé va vé

% Emerich Coreth, Metaphysik (Innsbruck: Tyrol, 1971), tr. xxi; Jean
Wabhl, Traité de Métaphysique (Paris: Payot, 1968).
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th& gi6i hay moi trudng (medium) trong d6 khach thé hién
dién, xuat hién hay bi€n héa, va vé chinh nhiing diéu kién
clia chan 1y. N6i cdch khic, tri€t hoc ddng nghia vdi tri
thirc ludn (epistemology), phé phdn luin (criteriology) va
kién thiic ludn (gnoseology). N6i cdch chung, ching t6i
gom t4't cd ba loai tri thitc trén vao mdt danh tit chung do6 1a
nhdn thiic ludn (cognitive sciences).61 Nhu 1a moét tri thic
luén, triét hoc truy van vé kha ning nhan thitc ciia chi thé,
vé ban chit cha su vat, vé luit phdt hién, bi€n héa cia sy
vat, ciing nhu v& méi tuong quan giita chii thé va khdch
thé. Nhu 13 mot phé phan luin, tri€t hoc phan tw vé tat cd
céc di€u kién ngoai tai cling nhu ndi tai 4nh hudng dén sy
phén dodn ciia chii thé, d€n sy xuit hién ciing nhu bi&n
héa cla khdch th€ (su vat). Nhu 13 mdt nhin thic luin,
tri€t hoc ddnh gid tri thic qua viéc dp dung tri thic vao
trong chinh th€ giéi ma ching ta dang sdng, va s€ song.

% Ferdinand van Steenbergen, Epistemology, ban dich Anh ngit clia
Lawrence Moonan (Louvain-New York, 1970); hay Jacques Maritain,
The Degrees of Knowledge (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1959),
tr. 71-246. Trong Tir Pién Triét Hoc, Trin Vin Hi€n Minh khong phan
biét tri thitc khdi nhdn thdc. @ng dich connaissance ra tri thitc. Xem
cdc danh tr “tri thie,” “tri thitc ludn,” “nhin thic ludn,” tr. 168, 277.
Thuc ra, ¢6 1& ding hon phdi dich savoir ra tri thic, trong khi
connaissance ra nhdn thitic, nhut Lyotard titng phin biét. Xin xem Jean
Francois Lyotard, Les conditions postmodernes, sdd., phdn Dan nhip.
Tuong t, ho Tran hi€u épistémologie ddng nghia vdi gnoséologie.
Thuc ra episteme (emotepe) 1a mot tri thic theo nghia tri ndng, trong
khi gnosis (yvoolo) 1a mot tri thitc theo nghia kién ndng. Chinh vi vy
chiing t6i tam dich epistemology ra tri thiic ludn, va gnoseology 1a kién
thitc ludn. Nhin thifc luin chi chung cho c4 tri thitc ludn 14n kién thifc
ludn.
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Trong m6t mach van nhv trén, tri€t hoc dong phuong, trir
tri€t hoc An b6, qua 1a thi€u sét. Né6i theo Phung Hiru Lan,
Tran Trong Kim va Kim Binh, thi nén nhin thic luan cia
tri€t dong khong theo con dudng tri thifc ludn va phé phdn
ludn. Tri€t gia dong phuong trong truc gidc (intuition), cdm
thdng va ho nhan thifc con ngudi, van vat qua mét phuong
th& nhu vay ? Theo sy hi€u bi€t thién can cda chiing t6i,
thi 16 suy tw ctia ho gin giii hon vdi ly thuy€t gidc ning

(noology) cia Plato va Aristotle, v4i tAm tu (cor
percevens) clia Augustin, tim thong (unio mystica) cia dai
su Eckhart va Theresa d’Avilla), va tdm luan (la raison du
coeur) cia Blaise Pascal.

2.4. Triét Hoc va Khoa Hoc

Thit ba, tri€t hoc truy nguyén van nan, va di tim gidi dip
mot cich nguyén ly (thuc dung ludn, phuong phép luan).
Song d€ nhan ra dudc van nan, ciing nhu dé khdm phd ra

62 Fung Yu-lan, A History of Chinese Philosophy, sdd., phian Din nhép,
tr. 1-2; ciing nhu trong A Short History of Chinese Philosophy, sdd., tr.
2,5 va 11; Tran Trong Kim, Nho Gido, tap 2; “Tra 16i Phan Khéi tién
sinh;” tr. 404; Kim Pinh, Nhizng Di Biét Gizta Hai Nén Triét Ly Péng
Tdy, sdd., chuong 1.

® Trin Vin Hi€n Minh dich noologie ra tri ning. Thuc ra,
nous (vouo) trong triét hoc cia Plato va Aristotle mang nghia tdm linh,
hay cdnh vyc thdn linh (the nous sphere), titc phin cao nhat cia tri tué.
Thé& nén Hegel hiéu vovo nhu 13 Geist tic tinh thin (spirit) va tim
than (mind). Vio thdi trung ¢8, (thdnh) Thomas Aquinas xt dung danh
tlr intellectus d€ chivovo. Gido su Taylor cia Pai Hoc Oxford dich
sang Anh ngit 1a intuitive reason (tryc 1y). Chiing t6i chuyén sang Viét
ngit 1a gidc ndng (theo danh tir gidc ngd cda nha Phat.)

Viét Triet Lugn Tdp 1
Phin Tu V& Nhitng Chiéu Huéng Triét Hoc Hién Dai



Tran Vin Poan 110

gidi ddp hitu hiéu, tri€t hoc trudc hét phai 1a mdt tri thic
chinh x4c (exact), phd quat (universal) va tit yé&u
(necessary). N6i cdch khdc, tri€t hoc phdi 12 mdt mon khoa
hoc tu’dng tw nhu todn hoc. Noi day, vai trd ctia tri€t hoc
bao gdm: (1) nhédn thic, xip x€p cdc dit kién (kinh
nghlem) (2) hé thong, va (3) dua ra gid thuyét (tri thic), dé
161 (4) chiing minh xédc thyc tinh, phd quit tinh va tat yé&u

tinh cta tri thire d6 o Khéng can phai ndi, tri€t hoc cin dai
(modern philosophy) dudc khdi xudng bdi nhitng nha khoa
hoc - Bacon, Descartes 1a nhifng nha todn hoc, hay vat ly
hoc - va gy ra mot dnh hudng sdu rdng, dén d6 gin nhu
bd cht v6 dai tri€t hoc. Tinh chit bd dao dong héa triét
hoc véi triét hoc khoa hoc, tri thic v4i phuong phédp khoa
hoc dudgc gidi tri€t gia khoa hoc nhu Bertrand Russell,
Alfred North Whitehead, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Kurt Godel
phét trién dudi danh nghia ca mdt nén triét hoc phan tich
(analytic philosophy). Cac tri€t gia tai cdc dai hoc thdi
danh 8 My va Anh phat trién tri€t hoc phén tich cho dén
cao d6 vdi nhitng bd mon ludnly va triét hoc ngdn ngit.

N&u hiu triét hoc nhu mot nén khoa hoc chic chdn, va
trong mach nguén cia tri€t hoc phan thh tnet dong bi gat

bd khong dugc nhdn la mot nén triét hoc ThlIc vay, ngay

% Jacques Maritain, sdd., tr. 54-55.

5 Trong cdc trudng dai hoc tai My, cdc mon triét dong chi dugc ban
dén trong cdc phin khoa vé ton gido, vin hdéa hay A chiu hoc
(Department of Religious Studies, Asian Studies). Nhv chiing i biét,
may 1im mdi c6 mot phan khoa tri€t hoc cho m3 mot vai 16p vé triét
dong (nhu Pai Hoc Hawaii tai Manoa; Dai Hoc Cong Gido My tai Thi
do; Pai Hoc New Mexico, van véan). Trong cdc dai hoc tai Au Chiu,

Viét Triét Ludn Tdp 1
Phan Tw V& Nhitng Chiéu Hudng Tri€t Hoc Hién Pai



Tran Vin Poan 111

cd nhitng 161 suy tu twong ddi chit ché ctia Cong Ton Long,
hay trong ludn 1y clia Nargajuna, hay cda trudng phdi ly
hoc cia Vuong Duong Minh, chiing ta ciing khong thdy mot
phuong thé khoa hoc nhu chiing toi da dién t4 & doan trén.
Pay ciing ¢6 thé 14 mot nguyén nhan gidi thich sy lac hiu
trong lanh vuc khoa hoc cla Trung Hoa va An bd. Song
ngugc lai, ching ta ciing ¢6 thé néi, chinh vi sy ti€n bd
chdm chap trong lanh vuc khoa hoc ma sau thoi vang son
cia Xuin Thu (722-481 B.C.), tri€t hoc déng phuong da

khong c6 chi diac sgc.% Song cho ring dong phuong khong

mon tri€t dong thudng dugc x&p trong cdc phan khoa vé A Péng hoc.
Ngay trong cdc trudng thin hoc, thinh thoing mdi c6 mot 16p vé cic
ton gido trén thé gidi.

% Thyc ra, nhitng ngudi chi truong pht nhin Trung Hoa khéng c6 khoa
hoc di khong ndm virng bdn chit cda khoa hoc, hay chi nhin khoa hoc
theo mot khia canh thuc nghiém, thuc ching. Thi du, Phiing Hitu Lan,
trong lufin van “Why China has no Science” (in trong The International
Journal of Ethics, 1922), hi€u khoa hoc theo quan niém cda thuc
chitng. Theo Phung tién sinh, chinh vi Trung Hoa theo vo vi, chd trong
ndi tdm, dao difc... nén khong c¢6 khoa hoc. Trich bdi Gidn Chi va
Nguyén Hi€n Lé (Pai Cuong Triét Hoc Trung Qudc, tr. 127). Hai ong
Chi va L& phé binh cho ring cdc Iy do ho Phiing dua ra chua dugc viing
(tr. 127-8). Ti€c thay, nhi vi tién sinh ciing hiéu sai khoa hoc khi qud
quy&t: "Tém lai, ngudi Trung-hoa s& di khéng c6 khoa hoc, nguyén do
chi tai ba dic di€m - trong thuc t&, trong truc gidc, hdp nhat Trdi va
ngudi - trong tri€t hoc ctia ho.” (tr. 128). Theo hai ong, khoa hoc déng
nghia véiludn chifng va thuc chiing. Song quy 6ng quén ring, truc gidc
la mot phuong phdp then chdt trong todn hoc, va nhdt 1a hinh hoc.
Trong thyc t€ 1a mot dong lwc 1am k§ thudt ti€n bd (cich mang kinh t&,
ky nghé hang hdi, canh ndng, quin sw, vn vin). Ngay c3 “trong
Thién” ciing ching phan khoa hoc chi hét. C4c nhi bac hoc vi dai nhat
déu tin vao t6n gido, tir Galileo tdi Newton, tir Copernig t6i Einstein, tir
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¢6 khoa hoc 12 mot 161 nhin hoan toan sai 1am, xuit phét tir
su hi€u sai hay hi€u khoa hoc mdt cdch han hcp.67

Song, néu triét hoc ddng nghia véi khoa hoc; hodc néu triét
hoc chi 12 con sen cia khoa hoc, thi tri€t hoc tu ddnh mat
1y do hién hitu cia minh. Va bi thdm hon, nhu chinh céc
nhi khoa hoc da titng canh cdo, khong c6 tri€t hoc nhu mdt
tAm guong phdn 4nh, khoa hoc s& mil qudng roi vao h& cla
tr diet.%® Vay thi, triét hoc gii vai trd gi trong mot thé gidi
khoa hoc ngdy nay? Nhu ching tdi da nhic phét qua, triét
hoc 132 mét sy phan tinh vé chinh khoa hoc, vé phuong phip

Leibniz t6i Heisenberg va Max-Planck. Einstein viét: “Chinh sy thin bi
1a mot diéu chi m§ 1& nhat ma ching ta kinh nghi¢m dudc. N la coi
ngudn cia tdt cd moi nghé thudt va khoa hoc chdn thuc.” (The most
beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of
all true art and science). Nhi bac hoc viét ti€p: “To know that what is
impenetrable to us really exists, manifesting itself as the highest
wisdom and the most radiant beauty which our dull faculties can
comprehend only in their primitive forms - this knowledge, this feeling,
is at the center of true religiousness.” Trich tif Albert Einstein, The
World as I See It (viét nim 1929) (New York: Covici Friede, 1934).
Ciing thdy trong Leopold Infeld, Albert Einstein (New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1950), tr. 122. Gidn chi thi va L& thi cling quén ring,
luan ching, thuc ching tuy rdt quan trong, song chi 1a mot trong nhitng
phuong phap (giéng nhu phan tich, quy nap, kién cdu, két cdu, phat
sinh, van van) cda khoa hoc. Ching khong dbng nhd't vdi khoa hoc.

67 B& Science and Civilization in China cia Joseph Needham (sdd.)
chitng minh mot cich hiing hén sy sai 1dm cla nhitng ngudi tirng pht
nhédn nén khoa hoc Pong phuong.

% Albert Einstein, The World as I See It, sdd.; cling nhu trong “Only
Then Shall We Find Courage.” Einstein vi€t: “Science has brought
forth this danger (atomic bomb), but the real problem is in the mind and
hearts of men.” Trich bdi L. Infeld, sdd., tr. 129.
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ctia khoa hoc, vé muc dich va ¥ nghia ctia n6.%° Va d€ xac
dinh vai tr0, y nghia ciing nhu gid tri cia khoa hoc, tri&t
hoc bit budc phai thio luan vé 1y do hién hitu ciia khoa
hoc, titc vé chinh th€ gidi ciing nhw nhitng nhu ciu, vin
nan... cia con ngudi. Chi trong mach vin ndy ma nhitng
nha khoa hoc vi dai nhu Newton, Leibniz, (Henri)
Poincaré, va Einstein da c6 thé tu hao 12 triét gia.

2.5, Triét Hoc va Ngén Ngir

D¢ hi€u th€ sinh, d& nim vitng nhitng van nan, va dé dinh
gid tri, con ngudi phdi suy tu vé& cich biéu t4 thé sinh, vin
nan, gid tri; dé chinh 1a 1y do ctia sy hién hitu cda mot nén
tri€t hoc ngdn ngit. N6i cdch khéc, dé c6 thé phén tu, triét
hoc can phudng tién (phuong thé) ciing nhu d6i tugng d&
phdn tw. Mot trong nhitng phuong tién d6, chinh Ia ngbn
ngif. Thuc th€, n€u khong c6 ngdn ngit, néu khong dua vio
th€ sinh, tri€t hoc s& bat luc. Chinh vi vay, Véi
Wittgenstein, tri€t hoc phdi 14 mot mén suy tw chic chin,
d6 chinh 1a ludn 1y. Ma ludn 1y khong thé ty hu vo, song
dugc ki€n cdu theo md hinh clia ngén ngit.’’ N6i t6m lai,
d€ hi€u tri€t hoc, phai hiéu ngén ngt. Do vay, ngdn ngit
chinh 12 d6i tugng cda tri€t hoc. N6 dai biéu va dbng héa

% Henri Poincaré, La Valeur de la science (Paris, 1905). Ban dich Anh
ngit cda G. B. Halsted, The Value of Science (London, 1907); va Henri
Poincaré, The Foundations of Sciences, G. B. Halsted dich (Lancaster:
The Science Press, 1913).

7 Ludwig Wittgenstein, Tractatus logico-philosophicus (1921-2). T4i
bdn trong Ludwig Wittgenstein Schriften (Frankfurt a.M,: Suhrkamp,
1969), Tap 1.
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v6i chinh céi chi thé duong t¢ duy. Cdi nhin cia
Wittgenstein dugc rat nhiéu tri€t gia chip nhin. Do do,
ching ta c6 thé noi, tri€t hoc th€ ky 20 da hudng vé ngdn
ngit, coi né nhu 1a chia khoa md toang cdnh cira dé phat
hién nhitng bi mat huyen nhiém cla vil try va con ngudi.
Song ciing chinh vi tAm quan trong cla ngdn nglt ma cac
tri€t gia ngdn ngit hoc di qud da, cho ring tit cd m01 van

dé ca tri€t hoc chi 13 nhitng van dé clia ngdn ngu’ ! Phai

! Nhitng tri€t gia nhu Alfred J. Ayer trong tic phadm Language, Truth
and Logic (London, 1936), va R. M. Hare trong tdc pham Language
and Moral (London 1957). Nhitng tri€t gia nay thuc ra phin bi dnh
hudng cia Wittgenstein, phin do chi thuy€t kinh nghiém, ciing nhu
thuc chinh (positivism). Chiing ta bi€t, John Locke (trong Essay
concerning Human Understanding, 14 thu glti doc gid) titng gdn cho
tri€t hoc cong tac “cu li” (under-labour) quét don loai bd nhitng 61
tim, 1am ngdn ngit rd rang (philosophy is concerned with eliminating
linguistin confusion). Theo Locke, va di qud da hon, T. W. Weldon,
mdt trong nhitng ngudi theo trudng phdi nay tiing tuyén bd mot cdch
manh bao nhu sau: “Hién nay gidi triét gia dic biét § thitc duge tAm
quan trong clia ngdn ngit. Ho phat hién mdt sy thuc, d6 1a tat cd moi
van nan ma nhiing ngu‘dl di trude cho 1 huyén bi, vd phuong gidi thich;
thuc ra, chi 12 nhitng van nan phét sinh tir sy qua 18 clia ngdn nglt ma
ching ta ding d€ dién td thé gi6i.” Xin tham khio T. D. Weldon,
Vocabulary of Politics (London, 1953), tr. 35. Khong cin phdi néi, 161
nhin trén v& ban chi't cda ngdn ng#, ciing nhu vé sy tudng quan gilta
triét hoc va ngbn nglf qud mot chiéu va thi€u didng din. Peter Winch,
gido su tri€t hoc tai King College, Pai Hoc Ludn Pén cyc lyc phdn doi
161 nhin sai 1dm trén cla trudng phdi thyc nghiém. Theo Wittgenstein,
Winch cho ring, trudng phdi thuc ching va thyc nghiém da quén ring,
ngbén ngit khdng thé tao 1én con ngudi va thé€ gidi nhan sinh; song
ngudc lai chinh th€ sinh mdi tao ra ngdn ngi. Xin xem Peter Winch,
The Idea of a Social Science and Its Relation to Philosophy (London:
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1958), tr. 2. Ciing xin tham khdo: Trin Vin
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thuc tAm ma néi, vai trd cla ngdn ngif rat quan trong. N6
phdn 4nh 161 suy tu, hinh thdi, tAm linh ciing nhu co cdu clia
con ngudi va xi hoi mot cach trung thuc hon.”> Mét céch
gidn ti€p, né chitng minh ring, 16i suy tv dwa trén md hinh
ctia khoa hoc tu nhién khong vitng chii. Vi nhu thé, triét
hoc ngdn ngit ¢6 tham vong thay thé tri€t hoc khoa hoc
trong khoa hoc xa hdi va nhan vin.”

Trong tri€t ddng, khoéng phdi ching ta khéng dé y dén
ngdn ngit. Thuy€t chinh danh cta nho hoc, ngén ngit nhu 13
bi€u tuong trong tri€t hoc Truong T, va ngay ca 16i choi
chit trong vin chudng Viét déu 13 mot ‘loai’ triét hoc ngén
ngit. Song phdi thuc tim cOng nhin, cdc tri€t gia dong
phuong vin chua chi trong dé€n lanh vuc nay cho di. Riéng
tai Viét Nam gan day, nhitng tic phAm vé tri€t hoc ngén

O N S0 s @ g A < 2 74
ngit vin con qiia it i, c6 thé néi gAn nhu ving béng.

boan, “Peter Winch’s Conception of Reason,” trong Review of
Philosophy clia National Chengchi University (Pai Bic, 1989), in lai
trong Trin Vin Doan, Reason, Rationality and Reasonableness, sdd.,
chuong 2.

™ Noam Chomsky, Synthactic Structures (The Hague: Mouton, 1957);
va Language and Mind (New York : Harcourt Brace, 1968)..

7 Nhu thdy trong chii truong ciia Michel Foucault. Xin tham khio
Michel Foucault, Les mots et les choses (Paris: Gallimard, 1966).

™ Trin Pc Thio tirng xui't bin mot tip sich vé triét hoc ngdn ngil:
Recherche sur l'origine du langage et de la conscience (Paris: Editions
sociales, 1977). Tdp sdch nay gan nhu khdng dugc dé y. Ching tdi rat
chii trong va doc di doc lai nhiéu 1in. Song phai thinh thit ma néi, 1a
tri€t gia ho Tran qué lac hiu trong lanh virc ngdn ngit, sau hdn ba mudi
nim khong dugc giao ti€p v6i nhitng phat tri€n mdi trong gidi triét hoc.
Ong diing khung lai ndi Marx, Vi véi vai tic phim ciia Ferdinand de
Saussure (Cours de Linguistique générale 1901), va Jean Piaget (La
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2.6. Triét hoc va Y nghia Cugc Séng

Né&u triét hoc phdi quan tim d&€n ngdn ngit, ma né€u ngdn
ngit ciing chi 1a mot cong cu clia nhén sinh, vay thi tai sao
khong thé néi dugc, tri€t hoc 12 mon hoc vé chinh nhan
sinh? T Khéng T, Lio Tk cho téi gidi nho gia tai Viét
Nam, tri&t hoc 12 mon hoc truy tim § nghia ctia nhén sinh,
va hoan tat Iy tudng d6. Khi Khdng Tt coi con ngudi quan
t nhu “ky hanh ky di cung, k¥ sy thugng da kinh, ky
dudng dan da hué, ky sir dan da nghia.”75 Khi nhitng ngudi

Formation du symbole chez I'enfant, 1945), Sigmund Freud (Totem et
Taboue), vi mdt s§ téc gid Nga vé sinh vit... C6 1& dng khéng c6 dip
di sdu hon vao cdc tic phim cda cdc nha ngit hoc Anh My va Bic nhu
Gottlob Frege, Noah Chomsky, John Austin, va nhat 13 nhitng ngudi
gin diy nhu William V. Quine, Nelson Goodman, John Searle, P. F.
Strawson, Michael Dummett, Ernst Tugendhat, van vin. L& t4t nhién,
chiing t6i bi€t 1a tai Phdp, tdc phdm Cours de linguistique générale
(Généve, 1916) cua de Saussure vAn con ti€p tuc gdy mot dnh hudng
trén cdc tic gid nhu Lévi-Strauss, Jean Piaget, Michel Foucault,
Jacques Lacan, Roland Barthes va ngay ¢4 Jacques Derrida, tic gid
ctia De la grammatologie. Piém yéu nhat cia tic phim 1a Tran tién
sinh khéng nghién citu ngdén nglt va y thic theo quan diém khoa hoc,
hay di sdu vao phin tim, song dya trén § hé ctia Marx va Lenin coi né
nhu 13 tién dé, nhu 6ng tv qua quyét trong phan dau, tr. 11-15.

5 Cong Di trang: ” Khéng T n6i vé Tu Sin, 1a mot ngudi c6 dude bon
dite tinh 1am dao ngudi quén nf; (d6 1a) tu trong d6i véi chinh minh;
kinh trong ngudi trén; 1am on cho dan ching; va c6 nghia véi dan.”
Trong Ludn Ngit va Trung Dung, ngudi quan tf 1a ngudi co dao nhén,
tifc ngudi y thitc duge minh, duge ngudi, duge hanh vi cling nhu ¥ nghia
ctia cudc sdng. Chit quan ti thudng gin lién v6i chit nhdn. Ludn Ngit
¢6 9 doan néi riéng vé ngudi quan tit; 16 doan phin biét vdi tiéu nhén,
va, quing 17 doan néi vé ddc tinh quan t. Chan W.T., A Source Book
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theo ngai déu chdp nhin nhin nghia I€ trf tin nhy 12 nhitng
ddc tinh 1am con ngudi xing ddng 1a con ngudi, ho da coi
tri€t hoc 1a mon hoc vé nhén sinh, vé sy s6ng, va vé gid tri
clia con ngudi. Trong Viét trié€t, chii thuy€t nhin ban, cling
nhv khéi niém vé y nghia clia cudc sdng cang dudc nhan
manh mét cach dic biét. Nhitng tri€t gia quan trong nhait,
tir Nguyén Trdi tdi Nguyén Cong Tri, tt Trin Théi
Téng,”® Trin Nhan Tong t6i Nguy&n Du, tir thdi Nguyén
Nho t6i cdc nha nho gin diy nhu Cao B4 Quadt... tdt cd
déu chi trong d&n vAn dé nhin sinh, y nghia cude doi va
cich song lam ngu’fji.77 Trong tri€t hoc Tdy phudng, khong
phédi ho khong chi y t6i y nghia cudc doi, song thudng ¥
nghia cudc ddi bi gin lién vdi nhitng 1y tudng nhu chdn,
thién, my hay thdnh. Socrates trong chan, trong khi
Aristotle trong cd chan, thién 14n m§. Sau thdi thuyé&t Tan
Plato, va bi dnh hudng cta Kitd gido, ngudi ta coi thanh
nhu cdi ngudn clia chén, thién, my. L&i nhin trén rit ding,
song lai qud 1y tudng cho d€n dd thi€u thyc t€, va do dé
khong thé thuc hién. Ching ta phadi ddi dén thdi ky Phuc
Hung (Renaissance), phan nio gid tri cia con ngudi dugc
dinh lai theo chinh cudc séng cla ho. Khi thi hio Alghieri

in Chinese Philosophy, sdd., tr. 16-18; Gidn Chi - Nguyén Hién Lé&,
Pai Cuong Triét Hoc Trung Quéc, sdd. tip 2, tr. 572-577.

6 Nguy&n Hing Hau, Gép Phdn Tim Hiéu Tu Tudng Triét Hoc Phdt
Gido Trén Thdi Téng (Ha N6i: Nxb Kho Hoc X3 Hoi, 1996).

7 Xin tham khdo Vil Pinh Trac, Triét Ly Chdp Sinh ciia Nguyén Cong
Trit, Triét Ly Nhdn Bdn Nguyén Du, cic sdd. Ngoai ra, Kim Pinh, Nhdn
Bdn (Sai Gon: Thanh Binh, 1969); Nguyén Lang, Phdt Gido Viét Nam
St Ludin (Ha N6i: Van Hoc, 1992), 2 tép, in 1an thit 3.
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Dante cho nhan vit chinh ctia 6ng chon lua con ngudi, tu
ch&i th€ gi6i thin linh, ci thién dang 1an héa nguc; khi
nhitng nha nghé sy gidm ndi 1&n cdi dep ctia thin xdc, cia
thé gi6i cAm quan... ho di lam mdt cudc cdch mang bit
chiing ta phdi suy tu ¥ nghia ca cudc song khong theo
bang gia tri cda chén, thién, thinh, song theo my cam.”® L&
t&t nhién, mdt 181 tri€t hoc nhu the di gay ra mdt nén triét
hoc nhan sinh, ma con dé cia no, tri€t hoc hién sinh
(existentialism) d4 di qud xa sau nay. Mot khi nhitng ngudi
nhu Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus... chi nhin tri€t hoc
theo ¥ nghia ciia cudc sdng hién thoi, hién thé; va mot khi
ho tir khudc (4t cd moi Iy tudng cao dep, thi cudc song bi€n
thinh mot hién sinh vo nghia.” Triét hoc bi&n thanh mot
tri€t hoc clia phi Iy (Camus), clia vo nghia (Sartre), cia mdt
bi hai kich (Ortega y Gasset). Song néu coi § nghia cudc
ddi nhy 13 hitu thé ty than (Heidegger), hay nhu la Pang

78 Alghieri Dante (1265-1321), La commedia divina (1318); Bin Anh
ngit do A. Toynbee chi bién (London 1900). Cic dai nghé sy nhu
Leonardo da Vinci (hoa s, thién vin, y s§, todn hoc va tr tudng gia),
Michael Angelo (hoa s§, diéu khidc gia). Xin tham khdo Will va Ariel
Durand, A Story of Civilization, Tap 6: The Renaissance (Los Angeles
1957). V& Dante, tr. 1056 va tiép theo.

7 xin tham khio Emmanuel Mounier, I’ Existentialisme (Paris: Presses
Universitaires de France, 1949); ciing nhu Introduction aux
Existentialismes (Paris: Gallimard, 1946); Jean-Paul Sartre vdéi tdc
phdm dai biu L’Etre et le Néant (Paris: Gallimard, 1943), va
L’ Existentialisme est un humanisme, (Paris: Gallimard, 1953); Martin
Heidegger, Brief uber Humanismus, sdd. Ngoai ra, Frederich
Copleston, Contemporary Philosophy, sdd., phan Tri€t hoc Hién sinh.
Tai Viét Nam, xin tham khdo: Tran Thai Pinh, Triét Hoc Hién Sinh
(Sai Gon, 1961).
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Siéu Viét (Karl Jaspers), hay 13 mot hitu thé huyén nhiém
(mystere de I’étre theo Gabriel Marcel), tri€t hoc hién sinh
chi 14p lai qua ngdén ngi hién dai nhitng ludn dé cta Chan,
Thién, My va Thdnh ma Soren Kierkegaard di tuyét dsi
héa, hay Friedrich Nietzsche tirng hu v6 héa.

2.7. Triét hoc, Chin Ly va Lugn Ly

Mot trong di€ém khdc ma tri€t hoc ludn deo dudi, dé Ia
cau hoi vé chan Iy va cdc cAu hdi tuong ty nhw chan Iy 1a
gi? Lam th€ nao d€ chitng minh chin 1y? Lam sao d€ c6
dudc chan 1y? Tri€t hoc Ty phudng, tir Socrates va nhat 13
sau Descartes va Kant, gdn nhu bd qud nhiéu thi gid va
nhan luc d€ phdt trién cdc phuong thé va phuong phap dé
dat, dé ching minh, vd d& phit tri€n chan ly. Luan ly
(logic) 12 mot trong nhitng phuong th€ dugce chd trong dén
nhi€u nhi't. T bién ching trong Plato, t6i luan 1y hinh thic
(tam doan ludn) cha Aristotle. T sy phét trién vé nhitng
quy ludt ctia ludn 1y hinh thic trong tri€t hoc ctia Ockham
va Duns Scotus cho téi ludn ly todn hoc Descartes, va ti
Descartes cho tdi nay, ching ta thdy luin 1y ti€n bd rit
xa.> Song su ti€n bd ndy nhd vao su kham phd ra ban chit
cla ludn 1y chinh 13 todn hoc. Néi theo Galileo, ban tinh
ctia th€ gidi chinh 13 todn hoc. C4i dep cia thé gidi dugc
bi€u 16 qua nhitng hinh thitc cia todn hoc (hinh hoc). Va
nhu vay, cd cdu cla th€ gidi mang mot cd ciu todn hoc. Tix
mot nhdn dinh nhu vay, k§ thult va cic phudng phdp 1an

% William & Martha Kneale, The Development of Logic (London,
1962).
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lugt duge phat hién, hoan toan dua trén nén ting clia todn
hoc. Chiing ta phdi dgi t6i thdi Bertrand Russell va nhat 1a
Ludwig Wittgenstein, mdi thdy xuit hién mot quan niém
mdi. P6 12 sy viéc Russell ddo 10n quan niém cila
Descartes, coi luidn 1y mdi 12 nén ting cla todn h(,)c.81
Wittgenstein di xa hon nifa, cho ng6én ngit mdi chinh 1a nén
tdng cia ludn Iy va todn th:.82 N6i céch khic, @& ching
minh chan 1y, ching ta phai bt dau tir ngdn ngi chi khong
phai todn hoc hay khoa hoc tif nhién. Vao ndm 1931 Kurt
Godel 1am mot cudc cach mang cuc doan hon nita. Ong
chitng minh toan hoc, va ludn 1y khong phai la tuyét doi.
Bit e mot ménh dé todn hoc ndo, cho di viing di nhat,
ciing khong thé dua ra mot chan 1y toan V(_en.83 Sau Godel,
céc nha todn hoc va luan 1y hoc phdi chdp nhan la phuong
phip dinh 1y (axiomatic method) ty né da cé nhifng han
ch€ ndi tai va lién hoan, mic du nhitng gldl han nay c6 thé
chuyén bi€n vao trong cidc hé thdng khac.®* Nhu vy, dé
ching minh chan 1y, con ngudi phdi lam mot cudc cich
mang ki€u Copernig, ddo ngudc 161 nhin vé chan 1y: chan

81 Bertrand Russell, The Principles of Mathematics (Cambridge, 1900);
vi v6i North Alfred Whitehead, Principia Mathematica, 3 tap
(Cambridge 1910-1913).

82 Ludwig Wittgenstein, Tractatus logico-philosophicus, sdd.

8 Kurt Godel, “On Formally Undecidable Proposition of Principia
Mathematica and Related Systems,” in trong: Ernest Nagel va James
R. Newman, Godel’s Proof (New York: New York University Press,
1960). Bdn dich Anh ngit.

8 Jean Ladriére, “La Theése de Godel”, trong Dialectica, XIV (1960),
tr. 321; Trich din trong Jean Piaget, Structralisme (Paris: Presses
universitaires de France, 1968), tr. 31.
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1y c¢6 phdi ddng nghia v6i duy nhit, doc nhat, ddng tinh,
ddng thé hay khong? Hay 13 chan Iy ciing v6 dinh va vo
han (aneipov) nhu Anaximander (610-546 B.C.) tirng nhan
x€ét? Hay 1a chin ly ding 1a “v6 thudng dao” theo quan
niém cia Lao T&?

2.8. Triét hoc va Lich Sit

Theo Hegel, triét hoc con nhim vio mot muc dich xa hon,
va cao quy hon. P4 13, gidng nhu thién vin va vat 1y, triét
hoc phdi md toang cdnh clra huyén bi clia vii tru va nhin
linh d€ “mic khdi” cho con ngudi. Giéng nhu Newton,
ngudi da ting xdc dinh dugc luat cha trdi di't, Hegel c6
tham vong mudn khdm phd ra cdi dinh luit clia con ngudi,
ma theo d6 con ngudi xudt hién ra sao, phat trién nhu thé
ndo, va lam thé nao dat 6i cing dich.®® Hegel kham phd
ra mot dinh luit, ma tri€t gia vi dai ndy goi 14 cdi ludt cia
tinh thin tirng biu hién trong th€ gidi hién tugng.®® Néi
cdch khdc, tri€t hoc nhu 12 mot luin 1y cia lich si nhan
loai giip chiing ta phat hién tinh thin tuyét d6i. Bin thé
cla triét hoc chinh 12 1y tinh va 13 dong luc, trong khi tinh
than tuyét d6i méi 1a ciing dich. Mot 161 lich s& duy linh
nhu viy, 1€ t4t nhién khong gidi thich dugc nhitng dit kién
cu thé va th€ gidi thyc tidn clia van vt va con ngudi.
Charles Darwin ching minh ngugc lai, lich s ctia con
ngudi khong phai 1a duy linh s, va cdi ludn 1y gidi thich su

¥ G R Hegel, Vorlesung uber die Philosophie der Geschichte, trong
Hegel, Werke in zwangzig Banden, sdd., tip 12.

%G.F Hegel, Phanomenologie des Geistes (1807), sdd., bin dich Viét
ngif cia Tran Vin Poan.
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ti€n hoéa cla con ngudi khong theo nguyén 1y cia ly tinh,
song qua sy chon lua - nhiéu khi b4t ngd, khong theo mot
luit 1& nao (selection by accident) - va bing phudng thé
d&u tranh d& s6ng (struggle for life).®’ Tuong ty Marx ciing
nhan thdy Hegel di 16n dudng. Hay néi cho rd hon, Hegel
ddo 16n cdi luin 1y, va ngé ga ra qua, nhdn dinh sai 1Am vé
ban chat cia lich si: bidn chat cla lich st khong phai 1a 1y
tinh, song chinh 12 cdi dong lyc lam con ngudi sinh tdn va
phat trién, d6 chinh 12 lao dong.®® Song tuy cho ring Hegel
d4o dién trat tw, Marx vin chip nhin tri€t hoc lich st cia
Hegel. P6i vdi nha dai hoc gia Marx, lich si phdi ti€n vé
mbt cung dich, d6 12 mot xa hoi thyc t€ song tuyét ddi, va
c4i dong tinh ctia né chinh 12 lao dong. Ludn 1y cia lich st,
giong nhu Hegel, 12 mot qué trinh bién ching. Pua ra ba
ngudi dai biéu, ching tdi mudn nhdn manh d&€n mot dicu,
d6 12 tri€t hoc c6 thé néi 1én dudc lich st ca con ngudi, va
ngugc lai, trong bat c nén lich s ndo clia con ngudi cling
c6 mot hay nhidu nén tri€t hoc. Nhu vay, ching ta c6 thé
quid quyét ma khong s¢ sai, d6 1a trong lich skt cia Viét
toc, cia Viét Nam, chic hidn phdi c¢6 nhiing nguyén ly,
nguyén tic (hay dinh lut), trat tu, 1y tudng, cing dich...
gitip ching ta sdng con trong cudc diu tranh hang ngan
nim, va giup ching ta t8 chifc ciing nhu phat trién. Vay thi,
ching ta cAn phéi dao sdu vao trong lich s d€ tim ra luat
18, trat tu, nguyén 1y va cing dich chung ciia ngudi Vi€t va

87 Charles Darwin, The Origin of Species (1859) va The Descent of Man
(1871) trong Darwin, do Philip Appleman chon Iya va chi bién trong A
Norton Critical Edition (New York: Norton, 1970), tr. 98-276.

8 Karl Marx, Das Kapital (1861), sdd., Tua 2 (1873).
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nudc Viét. N6i nhu Hegel, chiing ta phdi khdm phd ra tinh
than Viét (Viét linh), ra 16i suy t, 161 s6ng, 161 hanh dong
(Viétly)... trong Viét s, Viét ngit, Viét héa, Viét vin, van
van.

2.9. Triét Hoc va X4 Hpi

Mot s6 triét gia c6 1& qud ngdy tho, cho ring tri€t hoc chi
12 nhitng suy tu tritu tugng, khé hi€u. Vi d€ chitng minh
minh 12 tri€t gia, ho phdi nin éc viét ra nhitng ciu vin ma
khong ai hi€u. Hinh nhu tri€t hoc hoan toan tich biét xi
hoi, con ngudi va cd véi thé gidi ma tri€t gia duong sdng.
Mot 181 nhin nhwr vdy vé triét hoc hoan toan sai l1dm va tai
hai. Thuc ra, bat cit nén tri€t hoc ndo, tv bin chat, déu 1a
tri€t 1y xa hoi. Nho dao 1a nhitng suy tu vé xd hoi, va
nhitng nguyén tic dao 1y nhim gidi quy&t nhitng vin nan
cda con ngudi, dic biét nhitng vAn nan thdi Xuin Thu.
Khéng Tit khong thich tritu tugng, bdi 18 ngai nhan ra su
cip bach cta vain dé con ngudi x4 hdi. Thé nén sy viée
ngai chd trong tdi gido duc, khdng phdi vi mét 1y do nao
khdc ngoai viéc gidi quy&t van nan nhin sinh. L& tit nhién,
ngay hém nay, ching ta khong thé chéi bé dugc su kién 13,
tri€t hoc néi chung déu la triét 1y x3 hoi, nhat 1a sau thoi
cia Rousseau va Montesquieu. V§i dnh hudng ciia Marx,
ba't cit tri€t hoc nao tach biét khdi con ngudi x3 hoi chi 1a
mot nén tri€t hoc ‘tw bién,” ‘tw sdn’ va ¥ hé.’ |
Hoic 1a chiing ta khéng hdn ddng ¥ véi nha bic hoc cuc
doan nay. Song mét diém ma chiing ta bt budc phai chia
sé v6i Marx, d6 12 né€u linh hén cla i€t hoc 13 con ngudi
siéu viét, thi y€u tinh cla tri€t hoc phai 13 con ngudi xi
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hoi. Hiéu theo nghia nay, chiing ta trd lai Viét tri€t. Ching
t6i man nghi, Viét tri€t mang tich cdch tu bién thi it song xa
hoi tinh thi nhiéu. Ly do ra't d& hiéu, d6 1a lich skt clia cudc
chi€n ddu sdng con ciia ho. P& tdn tai, ho khong th€ ¥ lai
vao vil luc nhu nhitng ngudi xAm ling tit phuong Bic, hay
tr phuong Tay. Ho bit budc phdi tim ra mot phuong thé
hoan thién hon, d6 chinh 14 thién thdi, dia 1gi va nhat 12
nhin hoa. Tw twdng cia Trin Hung Pao, cda Nguyén Tréi
va ca clia Nguyén Hué déu tdp trung vao muc dich sinh
tn; va phuong thé€ hay chi€n lugc ctia cdc vi nhan nay déu
dua theo nguyén 1y thién thoi dia 1gi nhdn hoa.? Tuong tu,
nhimg nén triét hoc din gian thdy trong phong tuc, tip
quén ti¥ phong thity, dia 1y, t6i y hoc va kié€n tric ciing dua
trén nguyén Iy thién thdi dia 10i va nhan hoa nhu thé.”
Ching ta ¢6 thé n6i ma khong sg qud ddng, d6 1a, nén tri€t
1y tam tai cla ngudi Viét, trude hét, 12 mot nén tri€t hoc xa
hoi, va sau d6 méi 12 mot nén siéu hinh. L1 suy tw nay di

% Trin Hung Pao chii trtong nhin hoa trong cudc trung ciu din ¥ Hoi
Nghi Dién Hong; Nguyén Trdi vdi chl truong “y din la y Trdi;” trong
khi Nguydn Hué vdi khiu hiéu “vi dan,” ciing nhu viéc dai d€ cho
quan binh &n t&t trude khi tdng tdn cong quin Thanh. Xin tham khdo
thém Nguyén Tai Thu chb., Lich Sit Tu Tudng Viét Nam, sdd., tdp 1;
phin v& nha Tran , tr. 15-197, va Nguyén Trai, tr. 259-294.

% Xin xem B3 Tt Loi, Nhitng Cdy Thudc va Vi Thuéc Viét Nam (Ha
Noi: Khoa Hoc va K§ Thudt, 1977); Ngé Huy Quynh, Tim Hiéu Lich
St Kién Triic Viét Nam (Ha Noi: Nxb Xay Dung, 1986); Vii Binh Trdc,
Kién Triic Viét Nam (Orange: Trung TAm Cong Gido Viét Nam, 1996);
cling nhy Vi Pinh Trdc, Nhizng Cdy Thudc Van Linh (Orange: Hoi
Hiru 1991).
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ngugc lai véi kiéu suy w cla truyén théng Hy-La va Tay
phuong hién dai.

2.10. Triét Hoc, Vin Hoéa, Nghé Thuit

Chiing ta ciing biét 13 tri€t hoc khong thé tich biét khdi
vin héa, va nhét 1a nghé thuat. Khong phai vé cd ma Kant
muén xay dung mot nén triét hoc thém my.”’ Plato ciing
khong phdi khong c6 1y khi tri€t gia cho cdnh vuc cao nhat
clia tf bién 1a cdnh vuc cla thim m§ (kohoo). Hegel xédc
dinh vai trd cla thim m§ nhv 12 mot sy bifu hién ciia ly
tinh. Ly do ma cdc nha dai tri€t gia ndy chd ¥ tdi nghé
thudt va vidn héa, chinh bdi vi nghé thuit tw né 14 mét hanh
vi sdng tao. N6i cdch khdc, nghé thuit 13 mdt hanh dong
tri€t hoc, truy nguyén chan ly, va sing tao th€ gidi. Song
mdc du nghé thuat va van héa ludn dugc nhic t6i, chiing
chi dugc coi nhr mét bd mon tri€t hoc vao th& ky 19, dic
biét trong tic phd&m cia Wilhelm Dilthey.92 Tuy viy, cdc
tri€t gia vin héa vin chua hin chi trong dén cdc nén vin
héa khic.”> Ma néu cé d& ¥ dén, ho vin qué tin mot cdch

! Immanuel Kant, Kritik der Urteilskfraft (1792). Ching t6i dva theo
bdn cla Karl Vorlander (Hamburg: Felix Meiner, 1924; 1968 1dn thi
6).

2 Wilhem Dilthey, mot triét gia va sif gia sau Hegel, ngudi da ‘lich st
héa’ va ‘kinh nghiém héa’ tri€t st cia Hegel. Quan trong hon ci 1a
6ng dua ra mot nén tri€t hoc vin héa xiy dung trén ‘nhin quan th&
gi6i’ (Weltanschauung) ma oOng goi 13 khoa hoc tinh than
(Geisteswissenschaft). Tac phdm dai bi€u bao gdm Einleiung in die
Geisteswissenschaften (1883) va Jugendgeschichte Hegels (1905).

” Vao thé ky 18, ching ta di thdy nhitng ngudi nhu Leibniz, Voltaire
chi § t6i tri€t hoc dong phuong. Vao thé ky 19, cdc i€t gia nhu
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mi quang vao nén vin héa TAy phuong. Chi c6 mot sd rt
it ngudi nhin ra sy mi quing vao vian héa Tay phuong nay
ma thoi. Oswald Spengler chic hin khong hoan toan ding
khi 6ng tién dodn sy suy sup clia nén vdn héa Tay
phuong,”* song 16i nhin cia 6ng da lam thic tinh cdc nha
hoc gid A chau, va khi€n ngudi Ty phudng chui ¥ t6i cdc
nén vin héa khidc. Vao nhitng nim gan ddy, khi nhiing con
rong A chau trdi diy, ngudi ta cang chi trong nén vin héa
A chiau. Th€ nén, Fukujama, moét hoc gia Nhat tai
Harvard, tuy c6 1& chi 14p lai cing mot ludn di€u nhu
Spengler,95 nhung d3 giy dudc mdt ti€ng vang ddng ké.
Thuc ra, khong phdi Spengler, nhung 1a cdc nha nhin
chiing va khdo c8 hoc c6 1& c6 cong hon cd khi ho khdm
phé ra ring nhitng nén vin héa ma ngudi Au cho 12 man di
moi rd, thuc ra ching c6 man di hay nguyén so. Loi suy tu
ctia ho ciing 1y ludn (logical) khong kém chiing ta.”% L&
suy tr va t§ chifc ctia ho rat chinh xdc va chic chin, rip
theo mdt miu gidng nhu todn hoc;”” ngdn ngit cia ho theo

Artthur Schopenhauer, Hegel va Nietzsche; vao th€ ky 20 nhitng vi nhut
Heidegger, Jaspers. .. ciing dd phan nao titng bi 4nh hudng cla tw tudng
Péng phuong. Song tuy chii trong vin héa Péng phucng, ho vin xdc
tin tinh chd't wu viét clia vin héa T4y phudng.

** Oswal Spengler, Der Untergang des Abendlandes (Hamburg, 1967,
tdi ban).

% Francis Fukujama, The End of History (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1991).

% E. E. Evans-Pritchard, Nuer Religion (1956) va Theories of Primitive
Religion (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1965); Peter Winch,
Understanding a Primitive Society (London, 1963).
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mot cau k&t rat c6 1y:”® va vin héa cia ho cao sang.”” N6i
tém lai, vin héa A chéu ciing nhu cdc nén vin héa ngoai
Au chau da phuc hdi phan nio gid tri ma ho phai cé.

L& tat nhién, ching t6i khong ddng ¥ vdi thii do kénh kiéu
ciia Tdy phuong, song ciing khong thé chia sé su bi quan
ciia ho vé chinh vin héa ciia minh. Bdi 18, vin héa khong
th€ tich biét khoi th€ sinh. Vin héa 13 két tinh cia sic
song, 161 song, tinh than s6ng... cha toc, cha gidng, ciia
noi. N&u hi€u nhu viy, tri€t Pong c6 thé néi ma khong sg
bi cudi, 1a mot nén tri€t hoc vin héa. N6 néi 1én sic song,
dao soéng, va, dao dudng sinh, phdt sinh va trudng sinh.
Trong nén thim m¥ cia Pao hoc chiing ta thy nghé thuat
sdng tao dugc coi nhu 12 mot nén minh tri€t. N6 bi€u tugng
cho van héa phét sinh va trudng sinh. V6i Khéng T, ngai
chi trong dén 16i s6ng, dao séng. Nén van héa nho nay
bi€u t4 mot qué trinh cia con ngudi dudng sdng, tim céch
sOng va giit gin sy s6ng. P6 13 vin héa xdy dung trén dao
nhan. Vin héa Viét bao gom cd Nho dao, Pao hoc va Phat

7 Claude Lévi- Strauss, Tristes tropiques (Paris: Plon, 1955): “Ngay
h6ém nay, c6 nhifng liic t6i ngd ngang thdy minh bi mét nén nhan hoc
hap din, mic cho ¢6 vé ky quic, bdi sy tudng t trong k&t ciu giita
nhitng nén vin minh ma t8i nghién citu va qud trinh «f duy cia t6i. Tri
nang clia t8i van c6 tinh chat c§ dai.” Mot t tudng nhu vay ciing dudc
Lévi-Strauss trinh bdy trong cdc tdc phdm khdc nhu La Penséee
sauvage (Paris: Plon, 1962) ; Le Cruit et le cuit (Paris: Plon, 1964), va
nhat 13 Anthropologie structurale (Paris: Plon, 195 8).

% Roman Jakobson, Six Lectures on Sound and Meaning, John
Mepham dich (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1978).

% Clifford Geertz, The Interpretation of Cultures (New York: Basic
Books, 1973).
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dao. Vay thi Viét tri€t 1a mot nén tri€t hoc bao gdém cic
dao trén, cling nhu nhitng dao cd bi€t clia minh. N6 dudgc
di&n dat va phat hién qua cdc nén dao gido ndy va nhitng
161 song dic thu khdc cia dan Viét.

2.11. Khi Triét Hoc Lam Cdch Mang

N&u Socrates di tirng chét d€ bdo vé chan ly; néu Plato di
tirng bi bt 1am nd 1& chi vi 6ng mudn hoan tat 1y tudng
“cong hoa;” néu tri€t hoc clia Aristotle da titng 4nh hudng
Alexander Pai P€ trong gidc mong d€ qudc, thi chiing ta
phai néi, tri€t hoc ludn gin lién véi phuong th€ tri qudc
binh thién ha. N€u Khdng Tir d€ nghi tu than, thi Tudn T&
lai d& nghi kiém 4i nhu 12 mdt phuong th& d€ tri dan. Néu
Han Phi ca tung ludt phap thi Manh T lai d& nghi than
dan. Song n6éi mdt cich chung, céc 1y thuyét tri€t hoc cia
Pong va TAy c6 mdt doi chit khdc biét: d6 13, tri€t dong
chii trong d&€n hanh chdnh, bdo vé va hoan thién con ngudi
va xi hoi, song triét TAy lai chii trong dén vai trd phé binh,
cdch mang va tién tri. Chinh vi viy ma cdc nén triét hoc
Pong phuong dé& bign thanh y hé, va cdc tri€t gia clia ho
thudng 13 nhitng ngudi nim quyén, nhat 1a tit thdi Téng trd
v€ sau. Trong doan nay, ching t6i muén néi dén vai trd
tién tri, v cdch mang ctda tri€t hoc. L& tat nhién, ching toi
khong hoin toan phit nhian cong ning cla tri€t hoc nhu 1a
mo6t cong cu hanh chinh, diéu hanh, git trit ty. Song
chiing t6i nhan dinh ring, n€u chi c¢6 nhu vay, tri€t hoc s&
mat 1y do tdn tai, vd bi€n thinh mot nén § hé&, hay mot hé
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théng phap ludt va dao dic.'” Sy khac biét gitta riét hoc
va tri€t 1y thuc hanh ndm & diém tri€t hoc luén phén tinh
vé chinh minh, vé th& gidi, v& bat ctt mot hé thong, két cau
hay co cdu ndo, trong khi tri€t 1y thuc hanh chi chi trong
dén khia canh thuc dung. Vay thi, bdt c mot nén triét hoc
thun tdy ndo ciing phdi giit vai trd tién tri, v cich
mang.101 b6 1a mot tri€t hoc di trudc din dudng, chit
khong phdi mot y hé, tic mot tri€t ly di sau nhim gidi
thich, va clng ¢6 quyén luc. P& dudc nhu vay, theo Marx,
tri€t hoc phéi ¢6 hai y&u t8: tri€t hoc 12 mot su phé binh
lién tuc tinh trang phi 1y, thi€u thuc t&, sai 1dm, vo6 hiéu
qua, van van, clia th€ gi6i hién tai. Tri€t hoc ciing 12 mot
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su doi budc cdi d6i xa hoi mot cach toan dién.

' Thi du nhu trudng ph4i Phép gia cia Han Phi, Thuong Udng; hodc

duy ludt ciia Niccolo Machiavelli; hodc quan niém vin di ti dao cia
Nho gia tif thei T6ng, va tai Viét Nam cho t6i thdi Nguy&n mat.

%! Chiing t6i da ban vé luin d& nay mot cdch rong rai hon trong tidu
luén “Phé Pham dif Tién Tri.“ Bai thuyét trinh tai Pai Hoc Providence,
bai Trung (5. 2000), va in trong Ludn Tap Toan Qudéc Hién Pai Tu
Triéu Hoc Thudt Nghién Thio Hoi clia Pai Hoc Providence. Bdn Anh
ngit “Critique and Prophecy” do Pai Hoc Assumption, Bangkok, xudt
ban (07. 2000).

102 garl Marx, Thesen uber Feuerbach, 1845, trong Marx-Engels Werke
(MEW), 3, tr. 5. Ludn dé 11. Hodc trong Die heilige Familie (1844-45),
trong MEW 2, tr. 204; Pariser Manuskripte (1844), trong Erganzung
Band 1, tr. 542, cling nhu trong MEW 2, tr. 38. V& vai trd ctda phé binh,
Marx nhén dinh: phé binh 1 diéu kién tién quyé&t cia triét hoc (Kritik
des Hegelschen Staatsrechts (1843), MEW 1, p. 296); 1a diéu kién dé
thay déi th& gi6i (trong 14 thu gii Ruge): “Chiing ta khong dit thé gidi
ra mdt cach gido diéu, (ngudc lai) chiing ta chi wdc mong kham phd ra
th€ gi6i méi nhd vao viéc phé phan the gidi ci.”
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Trong Viét tri€t, tuy hiu nhu t&t cd cdc tw tudng déu vong
quanh hai cong ning: bdo vé dan toc, va phdt huy § nghia
ctia cudc song, ching ta hau nhu khong thdy mot cach 1
rét ¢6 mot nén tri€t hoc goi 1a cdch mang. Mac du trong tuf
twdng cia Cao B4 Quit, Nguyén Trudng T9, ching ta nhdn
thay khd nhi€u phé binh, va dé nghi d8i méi, cdi tri€u hoan
dai, song triét hoc ctia ho khdng mang tinh chat tién tri hay
phé phdn theo ding nghia. Ngay cd nhitng phé binh cda
nhitng nha TAy hoc nhu nhém Ty Luc Van Poan cling chua
néi 1én dugc tinh cht tién tri va cdch mang ciia tri€t hoc.
Ho chi dva vio mét bing gid tri (tdy phuong), d€ phé binh
bang gia tri cii, nhung khong thé dua ra nguyén ly hudng
din phé binh, cii t8 xa hoi hay phat trién tri thic. Ngudc
Jai, ho mil quang chay theo nhifng bdng gid tri mdi, hoan
toan ngoai lai, ma khong bi€t trudc hau qud cia mot 161
s6ng nhu vdy. Mot thdi d6 nhu viy ty biéu 16 sy bat luc
ctia ho trong suy tu, vi nhu th€, di ngudc lai véi bin chat
cha triét hoc. N6 néi 1én thai d6 au tii cla nén tri€t hoc bi
Voltaire, Rousseau, Herder, Lessing, Mendessohn tung phé
binh.'”

2.12. Khi Triét Hoc Phuc Vu: Cong Cu Tinh
Nhitng tri€t gia phdi thuc dung (pragmatism) cho ring, tri€t

hoc chi ¢6 gid tri, néu né phét sinh ra gid tri thuc dung. 104

103 xin tham khio Immanuel Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” trong The
Enlightenment (New York, 1997).

1% Bai biéu clia phdi nay bao gom John Dewey (1859-1952) véi tdc
phdm tiéu biéu Experience and Nature (1925); William James (1842-
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Chiing t6i khong hin phdn d6i, song can phai minh dinh noi
ddy vé cong ning cla tri€t hoc. Trong doan trén, chiing toi
c6 y phan biét tri€t hoc thudn tdy ra khéi triét 1y 4p dung
(applied philosophy). Ndi ddy, ching t6i xin dugc néi thém.
Tri€t hoc thuin tiy tu né d3 13 muc dich cia nghién ciru.
N6 khong thé tach rdi khdi su khon ngoan, bdi vi ban thé
cla tri€t hoc chinh 12 sy khdn ngoan. Ngugc lai, triét 1y 4p
dung mang thém tinh chdt cong cu. N6 dudc chd y nhd tinh
cht thuc dung clia minh. N6 dugc quy trong hay bi bd rdi
cling thy theo két qud cla tinh chit céng cu ma thdi. Hiéu
theo nghia nay, nén triét hoc hién dai thuc ra chi 14 cdc nén
tri€t Iy dp dung. Cdc tri€t gia dung triét hoc d€ hiu con
ngudi, xa hoi. Cédc tri€t gia phdt minh cic phuong phdp
tri€t hoc d€ ching minh chan ly; d€ xiy dung mot quan
niém cong bing; d€ khong sai 1dm khi suy tu, khi tranh
ludn... N6i tém lai, tri€t hoc bi ha cAp xu6ng thanh phuong
phdp luén, thanh mon ludn 1y (logic), thanh bién chiing
phép. Nhitng ngudi c6 cdng nhat v6i sy phat trién cong
(dung) ca tinh cia triét 1y 1& t4t nhién khong cé ai hon
Descartes va Locke. Hai 6ng da dua cdng (dung) cu tinh
1én hang triét hoc. Hay néi cdch khéc, hai 6ng da ha cdp
siéu hinh hoc xudng hang tri thitc ludn, va tri thitc luan lai
bi gidn lugce vao cdng (dung) cu tinh, tic phuong phap luan.
Thyc vay, tri€t hoc ngdy nay khong con phan biét va ciing
khong dugc phép phin biét khdi tri€t 1y thuc hanh. B&i vi
bdt ci mot tri thic (savoir), hay nhin thdc ndo
(connaissance) ciing bidt budc phdi dugc tdi dung

1910) véi tdc pham Pragmatism (1907); Charles Sanders Peirce (1834-
1914), v61 Collected Papers, (1931-35).
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(reconstructed) trén nén tidng ciia th€ sinh. Tach roi khdi
thé sinh, tri€t hoc, hay tri thitc thudn nhat s& ty ddnh mat
c4i gid tri hién hitu cda né. Song khong phdi vi th€ ma
ching ta ¢6 quyén gidn lugc tri€t hoc vao trong cong cu
tinh ctia né. B&i 18, nhu mot cdng cu tinh, tri€t hoc khong
con 13 muc dich, song chi 1a phuong th€. Va nhu 12 mot
phuong th&, hay thi doan, tri€t hoc ty ddnh m4t chinh tu
duy; ma tu duy mdi chinh 1a ban thé cla tri€t hoc. Pay 1a
mdt 1§ do ma Heidegger da phé binh c4 hai nén tri€t hoc tu
bién (speculative) it Plato cho tdi Nietzsche,'” va § hé ky
khoa mot cdch dit doi, khi 6ng d6 tdi hai nén triét hoc nay
da roi vao cdi h6 thim cla bat tw, ddnh mAt kh3 ning suy
nghi. Su bat Iwc cing 16 rang hon khi tri€t hoc tu dong héa
minh véi cong (dung) cu tinh.'® Chiing t5i khong qud bi
quan nhu 6ng. Bdi 18, khong thé c6 mot nén tri€t hoc thudn
tdy, y hét nhu ciing khong thé c6 mot nén tri thic thuan tiy

19 Martin Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, sdd. , phin 2. Hoic manh bao hon
trong tic phim vé Nietzsche: Martin Heidegger, Nietzsche (Pfullingen:
Neske, 1961), tip 2, phan két luin vé dy 4n siéu hinh hoc. Ciing xin
tham khdo thém L& Tén Nghiém, Heidegger Trudc Sy Phd Sdn cia Tu
Tudng Tay Phuong (Sai Gon: L4 B&i, 1970).

1% Martin Heidegger, The Question Concerning Technology and Other
Essays, do William Lovitt dich (New York: Harper & Row, 1977), tr.
35: “...we bear witness to the crisis that in our sheer preoccupation with
technology we do not yet experience the coming to presence of
technology...” Ciing xin them phé binh clda Husserl, The Crisis of
European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology, sdd, tr. 52, va
cia Herbert Marcuse, “On Science and Phenomenology,” trong
Anthony Giddens, chb., Positivism and Sociology (L.ondon: Heinemann,
1974), tr. 234.
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dugc. Tri€t hoc va tri€t Iy gin chit v6i nhau. NEu tridt hoc
doi tu phdn tinh, thi tri€t 1y 12 mdt phédn tinh vé tri€t hoc
trong th€ sinh, trong x3 hdi con nguci, trong sinh hoat,
trong tuong quan... cda con ngudi. PE phan tinh, dé nhin
thirc, d€ phé phan, d€ danh gid tri, tri€t hoc bdt budc phai
dung chinh nguyén ly tri€t hoc, titc chinh sy khon ngoan.
Viy thi, ching ta khong thé chdi bd cong cu tinh cda triét
hoc dugc. Song chiing ta ciing khong duge phép coi cong
(dung) cu tinh nhw 13 tri€t hoc trong toan thé tinh ctia né.

2.13. Triét Hoc va Tén Gido

Sau clng, triét hoc khong phai 1a mot tri thitc tuyét d6i,
cang khong phédi 12 Pang Tuyét P6i. N6i theo Karl Jaspers
tri€t hoc ciing 12 mot su’ thao thifc vé chinh dinh ménh, vé

tuyét doi, vé hu vo.' Song tri€t hoc tén gido khong phéi
1a ton gido, bdi 1€ chan 1y trong tri€t hoc c6 thé chitng
minh va thyc nghiém, song trong ton gido, chi c6 thé cim
nghiém. B4t cit chitng minh nio vé& huyén nhiém, vé th&
gi6i than linh, vé cidm nghiém t6n gido ciing khong thé phd
quat héa. Néu 4p dung phuong phap khoa hoc, hay ludn ly
tri€t hoc vao ton gido, chiing ta rit dé dang that vong. Song
tuy khong thé chitng minh theo khoa hoc, ching ta ciing
khong thé gat bé dudc tdn gido. Noi day, ching tdi chi xin

97 Karl Jaspers, Einfithrung in Philosophie, sdd. Ban dich ctia Lé Tén
Nghiém, Triét Hoc Nhdp Mén (Sai Gon, 1967), phan vé Pang Tuyét
Doi. Ciing phai néi thém 1a ddi véi Jaspers, dic Phat, dic Khdng, dic
Ki-T6 va Socrates 12 nhiing tri€t gia vi dai nhat cta nhén loai. Xin
tham khdo: Karl Jaspers, Die grossen Philosophen, (T Bai Thdnh
Tri€t) (Munchen: Piper, 1955-1957).
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nh&n manh mot diém, d6 13 tuy ton gido khong phéi la triét
hoc, song le trong bt ci ton gido nao ciing c¢6 nhitng triét
1§, hay dao 1y. Chinh nhitng tri€t 1y, hay dao 1y nay la
trong tim cua tri€t hoc ton gido. Vay thi, ching ta c6 thé
néi 12 tri€t hoc ton gido 13 mot sy truy nguyén dao 1y bang
phuong phdp triét hoc. Sy tuong quan giita triét hoc va tén
gido gidng nhu sy tuong quan gitfa tri€t hoc va khoa hoc.
Triét hoc 13 mot phuong th€ 1am ching ta phat hién y
nghia clia ton gido mot cich minh bach hién nhién.'® Hiéu
theo nghia nay, tri€t hoc ton gido 12 m6t mon triét hoc phd
quit vd quan trong cia Pong phudng, va cia Viét Nam.
Chiing ta c6 thé néi ma khong s¢ qué ddng, d6 1a Viét triét
tu ban chat 12 mot mon tri€t hoc tén gido, tong gido va y
hé. Chinh vi vAy ma nhiém vu clia chiing ta 12 dung 161 suy
tur, phé binh v phuong phép tri€t hoc dé 1am ton gido cang
sdng 10, hay cang dé& hi€u, cang c6 hiéu qud hon va nhitla
dé chiing ta c6 thé nhan ra sy khdc biét gilta nén ton gido
chn thit, va ton gido ¥ hé. Ndi ddy, chiing ta cin phai gidi
thich qua v& tinh chat ciia ton gido Viét. Theo quan di€ém
riéng tu cia chiing t6i, ton gido Viét bao gom ba dic tinh:
(1) d6 1a mot t6ng gido;™™ (2) d6 13 mot dao Iy (luan 1y va

18 Alfred North Whitehead, Religion in Making (New York:
Macmillan, 1926), nhin dinh vé vai trd clia tri€t hoc d6i véi ton gido
nhu 14 mdt cong chuyén gidp t6n gido sdng sta, minh bach. Ong viét:
“Khi ma ton gido khong ti€p tuc tim ki€m dao sdu vao tinh chit minh
bach (ctia minh), thi n6 sé& roi xuéng, trd lai véi nhitng hinh thitc thap 1&
te.” Tr. 83.

19 Trdn Trong Kim ding ti€ng tdng gido (Nho Gido, sdd. tr. 41). Thuc
ra, tong hay t6n déu dich ty Han ngit. Tong néi vé ngudn gdc; tong hay
ton cling chi 6ng t8 thit hai sau t6 phu hay nguyén 5. Xin xem bai
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dao duc); va (3) d6 1a mot y hé. La mot tdng gido, ton gido
Viét dugc xay trén cdi dao (gido huin) clia t6 tong ndi lai
cho con chdu bao gém (a) giit gin va phat trién dong gidng,
(b) gilt gin quy tdc, gia phd dé “té gia,” gilt dao cuong
thudng, va (3) niém tin vao sur hién dién trong tinh anh cia
6 tién. Do d6, ciing bai 6 tién, gid ong ba, cha me''® hay
trong rudt thit (mdt giot mau dao hon ao nude 13) ndi 1én
cdi dao to tong nay. La mdt dao ly, ton gido Viét 1a mdt hé
thng clia ludn 1y va dao dic gia dinh. Gitt 1€ giit nép, hi€u
cha thdo me, kinh anh nhudng em... 12 nhitng quy tic cla
ton gido Viét. Thé nén ciu néi “gidy rach giit 1&” bi€u ta
nén gido 1y clia téng gido Viét. La mot ¥ hé, tdn gido Viét
tu dong héa vdi tu tudng, 16i séng, nén dao dirc, va td chic
chinh tri ctia di't nudc va nha nudc, hay quéc gia, tifc nude
va nha.'"! Nhu vay, viéc ton ths t§ Hing Vuong, su cing
bai Thanh Gidng, 1ong tdn kinh d6i vdi Hai Ba Trung, hoic
hanh vi t6n vinh vi anh huing ctu nu6éc Trin Hung Pao 1én

“Sinh T& Trong Nho Gido” cla ching t6i, chi thich 19; s& xuit bin
trong: Trin Vin Doan, Nhing Suy Tu vé Thdn Hoc Viét Nam
(Washington D. C. : The University Press of Vietnam, 2001).

"9 Chu y 13 ngudi Viét rat trong 18 gid. Mirng sinh nhat 1a mot tAp tuc
mdi lai nhap tr Tay phuong. Xin xem Toan Anh, Nép Cii - Tin Ngudng
Viét Nam (Sai Gon: Nxb Tph Ho Chi Minh, 1997), T4p 1, tr. 38-68.
Ciing xin tham khdo Quyén Dy, “Song Chét trong Truyén Thong Viét,”
bai thuyét trinh tai Vién Tri€t Hoc va Ton Gido Viét Nam (Orange, 14.
8.1999).

"! Nhu chiing t6i d2 nhan manh trong phin thit nh4't trong chuong nay,
tri€t hoc khdc biét v6i y hé. Tuy nhién, trong Viét triét, chiing ta thay
¢6 nhitng y€u t6 thudc y hé ma chiing ta khong thé gat bd, nhit 1a Viét
i€t & giai doan dyng nudc, va citu nudc.
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A z A = z A ~ 112 A A g
bac Thanh nhan, hodc sy kinh trong liét sy, van van, tat
c4 néi n6i 1én mot nén ¥ hé, tikc chi nghia 4i qudc v4i cdi
bang gid tri cia nd.

TAM KET

Trong chudng nay, chung t61 da trinh bay triét hoc khong
theo mot khudén miu cd dinh, cling khong hé dwa ra mot
dinh nghia nao vé tri€t hoc. Nhu doc gid da nhén ra,
chuong nay chi ¢c6 mot muc dich, d6 la ching minh mot
cdch gidn ti€p kha thé cia mot nén Viét tri€t. Ching tdi dp
dung chié€n thuit vira phé binh, vira xdc dinh. Thit nhat, qua
viéc phé binh nhifng sai 1Am v& triét hoc, ching t6i mudn
n6éi d€n sy viéc tri€t hoc khdong bi han hep vao mot 16
nhin, mdt cdch suy tu, hay mot cudc song c6 dinh. Va nhu
thé, c4i nhan quan han hep ban vi, ¥ hé cling nhu tdm 1y tu
cao tu dai thi€u th&m quyén, thi€u 1y do d€ gat bé nhitng
nén tri€t hoc khic vdi quan di€ém cla ho. Thi tdi, qua viéc

2 Trong béac thang gla tri clha ngudi Viét, cap t 1a c4p cao nhat; thit
t6i 1a cdp tong, rdi cdp thin, thanh, nhan va liét. Th€ nén cdc triéu dai
thudng theo bdc thang gid tri nay dé dit hiéu cho cdc vua. Thi duTd
(Thai), Thanh, Nhin nhu thdy trong cdc tridu Le, Ly va Trin. Ngoai
T8 (Hung Vu’dng, hay Banh T&) Hoang P& 1a cap bic cao nhat, tifc
tong clia mot tricu dai (Dmh Tién Hoang). Thanh chi nhitng ngudi c6
tai, cong dic gidp 1ap quéc nhu Thanh Giéng gitp lap nha Pinh, Thidnh
Tran (Hung Pao) ddnh dudi quan Nguyén giit dugc nha Trin.
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xdc dinh cdc chiéu hudng tri€t hoc, ching ta ¢ thé nhin ra
chd ding, cling nhv khuynh huéng clia Viét tri€t. N&u triét
hoc khdng tu han hep vao bat cit mot 1anh vuc nao; néu sy
khon ngoan ludn ludén bi€n héa, va bi€u hién trong ti't ci
moi sinh hoat cla nhin sinh, thi bit ctt mot nén tri€t hoc
nao cling 12 nhitng suy tw, bi€u hién, hay hoan thanh su
khon ngoan dy. Trong mdt mach vin nhu viy, chiing ta ¢6
thé xdc quy&t 1a Viét triét 1a sy bi€u hién, sy hoan thanh
va sy hién dién cta tinh khon ngoan cla ngudi Viét. N6i
mot cdch chung, Viét tri€t 12 mot nén tri€t hoc nhan sinh
do ngudi Vi€t, cho ngudi Viét va qua ngudi Viét. Trong
chuong sau, ching toi s& tién thém mot budc, phan tich ban
chét ciing nhu dic tinh ciia Viét tri€t. Qua cach nay, ching
ta c6 thé chitng minh mot cdch khach quan sy hién hitu cia
mot nén Viét tri€t. :

Tan Trdc, Xuan Canh
Thin 2000.
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